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Borough  of  Port  Talbot. 


To  the  Mayor  and  Members  of  the  Port  Talbot 

Corporation. 


Mr.  Macey  and  Gentlemen, 

I have  the  honour  of  presenting  my  Annual  Report  of  the 
work  done  during  1944. 


Restrictions  owing  to  the  War  have  now  been  lifted,  and 
all  figures  may  now  be  published. 

Our  population  has  now  decreased  to  38,480,  but  the 
remainder  of  the  picture  is  encouraging. 

The  legitimate  birth  rate  has  gone  up,  and  the  illegitimate 
birth  rate  has  gone  down. 

The  death  rate  is  down,  also  the  incidence  of  Zymotic 
Diseases,  Infant  Mortality,  and  Inquests. 

The  Tuberculosis  attack  rate  is  down. 

Immunisation  against  Diphtheria  is  increasing,  during  the 
year  479  children  were  immunised,  and  I am  sure  that  the  year 
1 945  will  show  a greater  number. 


» 
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Very  little  has  been  done  in  Housing,  except  instituting 
'proceedings  to  carry  out  repairs,  and  this  has  been  difficult  be- 
cause of  the  shortage  of  materials. 

Meat  inspection  has  been  carried  on  in  the  face  of  great 
difficulties,  and  our  Meat  Inspectors  are  carrying  out  their  work 
exceedingly  well. 

I fear  this  will  be  the  last  of  this  series  of  reports  for 
which  I shall  be  responsible,  and  with  this  I wish  to  tender  my 
thanks  to  the  Councillors  and  Officials  who  have  always  been 
so  helpful. 

I am, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

^2ucLg\ 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 
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GENERAL  INFORMATION. 


The  area  of  the  Borough  is  25,648  acres,  including  the 
foreshore. 

The  prevailing  winds  are  westerly  and  south  westerly, 
while  shelter  is  provided  from  norther. y and  easterly  winds 
by  mountains  which  abut  upon  the  sea. 


RAINFALL. 


1944. 

1943. 

1942. 

1941. 

1940. 

1939. 

1938. 

1937. 

1936. 

1935. 

1934. 

39.2D 

38 

38.14 

34.88 

43.25 

49.03 

44.68 

45.38 

40,62 

46.24 

37.29 

The  wettest  months  were  October  and  November,  and 
the  driest  months  were  March  and  May. 


Number  of  inhabited  houses: — 

1921  7,197 

1943  (estimated  at)  11,460 

Number  of  families  or  separate  occupiers 

in  1921  8,458 


Assessable  value  of  the  area  year  ending  March 
1944,  for 


£ s d 

General  Rate  purposes  177010  0‘  0 

Sum  represented  by  Id.  rate  661  12  9 


31st, 


POPULATION. 

The  population  estimated  by  the  Registrar  General  for 
mid-year  1944  was  38,480  for  calculation  of  birth-rates  and 
death-rates. 


Births. 


VITAL  STATISTICS. 


Births  registered  during  the 

462. 

Legitimate  

Illegitimate  

Total  


year  in  the  Borough  were 


Males.  Females 

217  230* 

7 8 


224  238-462 
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Inward  Transfers — 

Legitimate  

Illegitimate  


Total 

Giving  a Total  of- — 

Legitimate  

Illegitimate  


Total 


123  145 

4 

123  149  = 272 

340  375 

7 12 

347  387  = 734 

births 


The  crude  birth-rate  for  the  year  then  would  be  19.07  per 
1,000  population. 


The  cr 
compared 

ude 

birth-rate 

for 

previous 

years 

may 

be 

1944.  1943. 

1942. 

1941. 

1940. 

1939. 

1938. 

1937. 

1936. 

1935. 

1934. 

19.07  17.5 

19.6 

16.5 

16.4 

15.4 

17.8 

16.7 

16.4 

16.6 

17.7 

per 

1,000 

The  Illegitimate  birth-rates  were  : — 


1944. 

1943. 

1942. 

1941. 

1940. 

1939. 

1938. 

1937. 

1936. 

1935. 

1934. 

0.40 

0.30 

0.30 

0.24 

0.2 

0.3 

0.5 

0.2 

0.22 

0.39 

0.29 

- 

per 

1,000 

The  total  Births  registered  within  the  Borough  were 
distributed  as  follows  : — 


Wards.  Total 

Aberavon  South  134 

Aberavon  North  57 

Cwmavon  57 

Margam  West  95, 

Margam  Central  79 

Margam  North  20 


462 
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Deaths. 

The  number 'of  deaths  registered  in  the  area  during  the  yea; 
1944  was  415  ; males  215,  females  200. 

The  nett  deaths  in  the  area  after  correction  for  inward 
and  outward  transfers  for  1944  were: — 

Males-.  Fetnales.  Total 

Deaths  registered  in  the  area  215  200  415 

Inward  Transfers  39  21 

254  ......  221  

Outward  Transfers  10  5 

244  216  460 


The  tota  number  of  deaths  then  was  460  which  gives  a 
recorded  death  rate  of  1 1 .9 -per  1 000,  and  maybe  compared 
with  previous  years  : — 


1944.  1943.  1942. 

1941. 

1940.  1959. 

1938. 

1937. 

193S. 

1935. 

1934. 

11.9  12.7  11.5 

10.6 

12.86  12.02 

12.8 

12.3 

1 1 .07 

12.3 

11.8 

per 

1,000 

The  standardising  factor  for  correcting  the  death-rate  so 
that  it  may  be  compared  with  other  areas  has  been  calculated  and 
supplied  by  the  Registrar  General,  and  for  this  area  the  number 
is  1.19.  The  recorded  death-rate  must  be  multiplied  by  this 
factor  in  order  to  find  the  standardised  death-rate  which  for 
this  area  is  14.17  per  1,000. 

Zymotic  Diseases. 

The  seven  Zymotic  Diseases  are  Small  Pox,  Measles,  Scarlet 
Fever,  Whooping  Cough,  Fever  (which  includes  Typhus, 
Typhoid  and  Paratyphoid)  and  Diphtheria. 

The  death-rate  from  Zymotic  Diseases  may  be  regarded 
as  an  indication  of  the  efficiency  or  otherwise  of  the  Sanitary 
Administration  of  the  area. 

During  the  year  six  deaths  from  these  diseases  were 
registered,  and  the  death-rates  area  as  follows: — 

1944.  1943.  1942.  1941.  1940.  1939.  1938.  1937.  1936.  193S.  1934. 

oTkT  7.2  0.10  0.09  0.14  0.32  0.07  0.24  0.14  0.14  0.27 

per  1,000 
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Inquests. 

There  were  23  inquests  held  within  the  Borough  during 
1944 : — 

1944.  1943.  1942.  1941.  1940.  1939.  1938.  1937.  1936.  1935.  1934. 

23  42  40  59  60  46  40  50  52  51  52 

The  causes  of  death  were  as  follows  : — 

Natural  Causes  ; 7 

Accident  (Railway)  2 

Accident  (Road,  etc.)  5 


.Suicide  1 

Drowning  4 

Burns  2! 

•Military  

Violent  Causes  


23 

No.  of  inquests  held  within  the  Borough  23 


Deduct  Outward  Transfers  2 

21 

Add  Inward  Transfers  2 

Inquests  held  on  Borough  Residents 23 

Infant  Mortality  Rate. 


This  is  defined  as  the  number  of  deaths  registered  of  infants 
under  one  year  of  age,  per  1,000  births  registered  during  the 
year. 


The  total  number  of  infant  deaths  during  the  year  wTas 
made  up  as  follows  : — 


Males. 

females 

Legitimate  

13 

11 

Illegitimate 

0 

0 

13 

11 

Add  Inward  Transfers  

6 

3 

Ded'uct  Outward  Transfers 

1 

0 

18 

14 

This  gives  a total  of  32  deaths. 
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The  total  Infant  Mortality  rate  for  the  year  would  then 
be  43  per  1„000,  and  may  be  compared  : — 

1944.  1943.  1942.  1941.  1940.  1939.  1938.  1937.  1936.  1935.  1934. 

43  59  42  53  78  87  67  56.2  42.1  71.3  65.4 

per  1,000 


The  corrected  figure  supplied  by  the  Registrar  General 
for  the  Borough  for  comparative  purposes  is  43  per  1,000, 
and  so  the  rate  may  be  compared  thus : — 


1944 

1943 

1942 

1941 

1940 

1939  1938  1937 

1936 

Port  Tall  jo  t 

43 

58 

35 

53 

65 

80 

78 

54 

46 

per 

1,000 

births 

England  and  Wales  

46 

49 

49 

59 

55 

59 

53 

58 

59 

per 

1 ,000 

births. 

126  County  Boroughs  & 

Great  Towns  

52 

58 

59 

71 

61 

53 

57 

62 

6c 

per 

1,000 

births. 

148  Smaller  Towns — Popu- 

lation  23,009— 50,000 

44 

46 

46 

56 

54 

40 

51 

55 

55 

per 

1,000 

births. 

GENERAL  PROVISION  OF  HEALTH  SERVICES 
IN  THE  BOROUGH. 


Isolation  Hospital. 

The  Groeswen  Hospital  with  44  beds  has  been  able  to  cope 
with  all  the  demands  made  upon  its  accommodation  during  the 
year. 


Maternity  Home  Accommodation. 

Accommodation  can  always  be  found  either  in  the  Maesteg 
Home  or  in  Penrhiwtyn. 


It  is  becoming  noticeable  from  the  notification  of  births 
that  there  is  a strong  desire  on  the  part  of  the  expectant 
mother  to  enter  a home  for  her  confinement.  Many  do  this 
at  their  own  expense,  and  I am  of  the  opinion  that  this  pro- 
cedure  ought  to  be  encouraged. 
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Maternal  Mortality. 

Investigations  are  being  undertaken  by  the  Medical 
Officer  of  Health  in  any  case  of  maternal  death  upon  the 
form  prescribed  bv  the  Ministry  of  Health,  and  the  services 
for  investigation  purposes  of  Dr.  Lloyd  Davies  of  Swansea 
are  available  whenever  special  advice  should  be  required. 

Puerperal  Pyrexia. 

Cases  of  Puerperal  Pyrexia  can  now  be  treated  in  the 
Groeswen  Isolation  Hospital. 

Small  Pox. 

Cases  of  Small  Pox  cannot  be  isolated  in  the  Old  Isolation 
Hospital  as  it  is  now  dismantled.  No  cases  were  notified  during 
the  year,  nor  has  any  provision  been  made  for  isolation  of  these 
cases. 

Tuberculosis. 

There  are  no  Sanatoria  or  Tuberculosis  Hospitals  in  the 
area,  and  these  cases  are  cared  for  by  the  Welsh  National 
Memorial. 

Hospitals  for  Children, 

There  are  no  hospital  beds  for  children  in  the  area.  The 
Local  Authority  has  power  to  provide  such  beds.  Nor  is  there 
any  provision  made  for  unmarried  mothers,  illegitimate  children 
and  homeless  children  in  the  area. 

Ambulance  Facilities. 

Infectious  diseases  are  removed  by  a motor-ambulance 
maintained  by  the  Corporation. 

There  are  no  ambulance  facilities  provided  by  the  Local 
Authority  for  non-infectious  cases  and  accidents,  but  for  this 
purpose,  a motor-ambulance  is  available  at  the  General  Hospital 

CLINICS  AND  TREATMENT  CENTRES. 

Maternity  and  Child  Welfare  Centres. 

There  are  at  present  five  Maternity  and  Child  Welfare 
Centres  open  in  the  area  at  which  consultations  are  held  and 
treatment  of  simple  ailments  are  carried  out.  Dental  treat- 
ment for  children  below  sichool  age,  and  for  expectant 
mothers  is  now  carried  out  by  the  School  Dental  Surgeon  at 
Taibach,  Cwmavon  and  Pendarves  Street  Clinics. 

The  Pendarves  Street  Clinic  was  opened  in  May,  1939, 
and  is  now  rapidly  becoming  one  of  the  busiest  clinics. 
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ANTE  NATAL  AND  BIRTH  CONTROL  CLINICS. 
Ante- Natal  Clinic. 

This  was  opened  at  the  end  of  September,  1934  and  held 
in  the  Taibach  Clinic  fortnightly.  Dr.  Sybil  Morgan,  Elan 
trisant,  is  in  attendance.  There  was  an  average  attendance- 
of  12  per  session,  and  if  this  attendance  increases  as  it  is  doing 
the  clinic  will  have  to  be  held  weekly. 

A monthly  session  is  held  in  the  Cwmavon  Clinic 
in  addition  to  the  Clinic  in  Taibach. 

Birth  Control  Clinic. 

This  was  opened  at  the  same  time  as  the  Ante-Natal  Clinic 
in  the  same  premises  and  held  once  a month,  but  during  the 
morning  session  and  under  the  same  Medical  Officer.  The 
conditions  of  the  Ministry  of  Health  in  Circular  1408  are 
observed , 

Attendance  at  this  Clinic  has  been  very  slow — only  an 
average  of  8 per  session,  though  each  case  when  advice  on 
contraception  has  been  given  was  one  which  needed 
instruction. 

School  Clinics. 

These  are  described  in  the  School  Medical  Officer’s  Report 
and  are  held  in  the  Health  Offices,  Taibach,  comprising  : — 

1.  Dental  Clinic — held  daily. 

2.  Ophthalmic  Clinic — held  when  necessary. 

3.  Minor  Ailment  Clinic — held  once  weekly. 

Tuberculosis  Visiting  Station. 

This  station  has  been  closed  and  all  patients  are  obliged 
to  visit  the  Centre  in  Neath. 

Venereal  Diseases  Clinic. 

This  is  maintained  by  the  Glamorgan  County  Council  and 
is  situated  near  the  Great  Western  Railway  Station.  It  is 
open  for  males  on  Monday  and  Thursday,  and  for  females  on 
Wednesday  and  Thursday  evenings. 

Professional  Nursing  in  the  Home. 

There  are  no  arrangements  made  by  the  Local  Authority 

for  nursing  general  and  infectious  diseases  at  home. 
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Midwives. 

Midwives  are  supervised  by  the  Glamorgan  County  Council 
and  in  this  area  there  are  11  trained  and  no  untrained  midwives. 
None  of  these  are  employed  or  subsidised  by  the  Local  Authority 


Chemical  and  Bacteriological  Work. 

This  work  is  carried  out  upon  an  agreed  scale  of  payment 
by  the  Cardiff  and  County  Public  Health  Laboratory,  Cardiff. 


A stock  of  Diphtheria  Swabs,  Vidal  Outfits  and  Sputum 
bottles  is  kept  at  the  Health  Department  which  are  given  to 
Medical  Attendants  on  request. 


The  following  is  an  outline  of  the  work  carried  out  by  the 
Laboratory  : — 

Total. 


Examination  of  Swabs  for  Diphtheria  1,249 

Examination  of  Swabs  for  Plueral  Fluid 1 

Examination  of  Faeces  for  Dysentry  4 

Examination  of  Sputum  for  T.B 1 

Examination  of  Spinal  Fluid  for  C.S.  Fever  2 

Examination  of  Swab  for  Strep.  Haemo- 

liticus  1 

Examination  of  Swab  for  Diph.  Virulence  21 

Examination  of  Swab  for  Peretid  Duct 1 


Positive  . 
329 


1 

2 

1 


Water  Supplies. 

During  the  year  the  Laboratory  reported  upon  50  samples 
of  water,  and  as  chlorination  is  applied  to  the  bigger  sources, 
the  bacteriological  examinations  show  good  results,  but 
merely  by  chlorination  of  water  supplies  the  responsibility 
for  filtration  still  remains  and  it  is  one  of  the  “Acts  of  Omis- 
sion” to  be  placed  to  the  account  of  the  Council. 


Milk  (Special  Designation)  Order. 

, 0nc  firm  was  licensed  to  sell  milk  under  the  designation 
‘Pasteurised”  m accordance  with  this  Order. 
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The  name  and  premises  are — Portavon  Dairy  Company, 
Holland  Street,  Port  Talbert. 


Samples  of  milk  are  taken  regularly  for  examination  and 
these  will  be  found  in  the  Chief  Sanitary  Inspector’s  Report. 


Legislation  in  Force. 


The  following  adoptive  Acts  and  Orders  are  in  force  in  the 
Borough  : — 


Diphtheria  Antitoxin  Order,  1910. 

Diphtheria  Antitoxin  is  supplied  free  of  charge  to  Medical 
Practitioners  for  patients  who  reside  within  the  Borough.  This 
is  generally  appreciated  and  encouragement  is  given  to  make  use 
of  it.  Success  in  the  treatment  of  this  disease  depends  upon 
its  early  detection  and  the  administration  of  an  adequate  dose 
of  antitoxin.  Not  only  is  the  incidence  of  a high  mortality  rate 
prevented,  but  aiso  the  occurrence  of  serious  complications  and 
'a  delayed  convalescence,  is  obviated. 


DlPHTHER  I A Im  M UN  ISATION . 

489  children  have  been  treated  during  1944. 

The  material  used  is  “Diphtheria  Toxide  Alum  Precipitated’’ 
in  two  injections  of  0.1  and  0.5  c.c. 

The  material  is  supplied  to  the  Family  Doctor  who  gives 

the  injection  and  is  paid  two-shillings  for  each  injection. 

Public  Health  Acts,  Amendment  Act,  1907,  became  operative 
9/11/21. 

The  Infectious  Disease  Prevention  Act,  1890,  became  operat- 
ive 9/11/21. 

Public  Health  Acts,  Amendment  Act,  1890,  became  operative 
9/11/21 

Private  Streets  Works  Act,  1892,  became  operative  9/11/21. 
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Public  Health  Act,  1925  (Sections  relating  to  Urban  Dis- 
tricts) became  operative  in  1926. 


Byelaws  have  been  framed  to  regulate  the  following  offensive 
trades  : — 

Offensive  trades,  became  operative  9/11/21. 

Nuisances  became  operative  9/11/21. 

Cleansing  of  footways  and  pavements,  the  removal  of  house 
refuse  and  the  cleansing  of  earth  closets,  privies,  ashpits 
and  cesspols,  became  operative  9/11/21. 

Seamen’s  Lodging  Houses,  became  operative  9/11/21. 

Slaughterhouses,  became  operative  20/4/26. 

Common  Lodging  Houses,  became  operative  9/11/21. 


Summary  Proceeding*. 

Summary  proceedings  under  the  various  Acts,  Orders  and 
Regulations  were  instituted  and  may  be  seen  in  the  Chief 
Sanitary  Inspector’s  Report. 


SANITARY  INSPECTION  OF  THE  AREA. 

Housing,  Town  Planning,  etc,  Acts,  1909 — 1919. 
Factories  and  Workshops. 

Bakehouses. 

General  Inspections. 

Details  of  all  the  above  are  printed  in  the  Chief  Sanitary 
Inspector’s  Report. 


SCAVENGING. 


Our  refuse  tips  are  less  of  a nuisance  than  they  used  to 
be  as  supervision  of  the  tipping  is  stricter,  and  the  refuse  is 

now  being  covered— this  is  a modification  of  the  Bradford 
System. 
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SMOKE  ABATEMENT. 

The  duties  devolving  upon  the  Sanitary  Authority  and  ita 
Officials  have  been  carried  out  and  details  may  be  found  in  the 
Chief  Sanitary  Inspector’s  Report. 


PREMISES  AND  OCCUPATIONS  WHICH  CAN  BE 
CONTROLLED  BY  BYELAWS  OR  REGULATIONS. 

Cinemas  and  Amusement  Houses. 

Eight  were  licensed  during  the  year.  They  are  visited  at 
intervals  by  the  Cinema  Committee. 

Various  breaches  of  the  Byelaws  have  been  discovered  and 
remedied  from  time  to  time. 

Swine  and  Keeping  of  Animals. 

Details  may  be  seen  in  the  Sanitary  Inspector’s  Report 

Slaughter-Houses. 

At  the  end  of  1939  the  licences  of  the  eight  slaughter- 
houses in  the  Borough  were  not  renewed,  and  the  Water 
Street  premises  owned  by  the  Corporation  was  re-condition- 
ed ready  for  use  on  January,  1940,  so  that  it  might  be  used 
as  a centre  for  slaughtering  under  the  Ministry’s  Scheme  for 
war  slaughtering. 

The  building,  although  much  better  fitted  for  its  purpose 
than  before  the  alterations,  still  leaves  room  for  improve- 
ment. 


DISINFECTION  AND  DISINFESTATION. 

The  only  facilities  for  disinfection  are  in  the  Borough  Fever 
Hospital. 

The  clothing,  etc.,  of  infectious  cases  is  taken  up  to  be 

disinfected  and  premises  from  which  cases  have  been  removed 

are  disinfected  by  means  of  a formalin  lamp. 


When  a child  contracts  any  infectious  disease  he  is  isolated, 
the  Head  Teacher  notified,  and  all  contacts  excluded  if  necessary 
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HOUSING. 

There  were  no  houses  built  during  1944. 

(a)  Total  (including  numbers  given  separately 

under  (b)  0 

(b)  With  State  assistance  under  the  Housing 
Acts : — 

(i)  By  Local  Authority  0 

(ii)  By  other  Bodies  or  Persons  0 

1. — Inspection  of  Dwelling  Houses  during  the  Year. 

(1)  (a)  Total  number  of  dwelling  houses  inspected 

for  housing  defects  (under  Public  Health  or 

Housing  Acts)  501 

(b)  Number  of  inspections  made  for  the 

purpose  29  27 

(2)  (a)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  (included  under 

sub-head  (1)  above)  which  were  inspected  and 
recorded  under  the  Housing  Consolidated 
Regulations,  1925  : 0 

(b)  Number  of  inspections  made  for  the 

purpose  0 

(3)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  found  to  be  in  a state 

so  dangerous  or  injurious  to  health  as  to  be 
unfit  for  human  habitation  ...: 0 

(4)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  (exclusive  of 

those  referred  to  under  the  preceding  sub- 
head) found  not  to  be  in  all  respects 

reasonably  fit  for  human  habitation  291 

2'  Remedy  of  defects  during  the  year  without  Service 
of  Formal  Notices. 

* 

Number  of  defective  dwelling  houses  rendered 

fit  in  consequence  of  Informal  action  by  the 
Local  Authority  or  their  Officers  247 

5 — Action  under  Statutory  Powers  during  the  Year. 

A.— Proceedings  under  Sections  17,  18  and  23  of  the 
Housing  Act,  1930: — • 
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(1)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  respect  of 

which  Notices  were  served  requiring  repairs  0 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  which  were 
rendered  fit  after  service  of  formal  notices: 

(a)  By  Owners  0 

(b)  By  Local  Authority  in  default  of 

Owners  0 

B.  — Proceedings  under  Public  Health  Acts: — 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  respect  of 
whiich  Notices  were  served  requiring  defects 

to  be  remedied  94 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  which  defects 
were  remedied  after  service  of  formal 
notices : — 

(a)  By  Owners  81 

(b)  By  Local  Authority  in  default  of  Owners  0 

C.  — Proceedings  under  Sections  19  and  21  of  the 

Housing  Act,  1930: — 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  respect  of  which 

Demolition  Orders  were  made  ~ 0 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  demolished  in 

pursuance  of  Demolition  0 

D.  — Proceedings  under  Section  20  of  the  Housing 

Act,  1930:— 

(1)  Number  of  separate  tenements  or  underground 

rooms  in  respect  of  which  Closing  Oiders  were 
made  0 

(2)  Number  of  separate  tenements  or  underground 

rooms  in  respect  of  which  Closing  Orders  were 
determined,  the  tenement  or  room  having  been 
rendered  fit  ® 

4 — Housing  Act,  1936. — Part  IV. — OVERCROWDING. 

(a)  (i)  Number  of  dwellings  overcrowded  at  the  end 

eft  the  year  ^ 

(ii)  Number  of  families  therein  179 

(iii)  Number  of  persons  dwelling  therein  Ill 5 

(b)  Number  of  new  cases  of  overcrowding  reported 

during  the  year  0 

(c)  (i)  Number  of  cases  of  overcrowding  relieved 

during  the  year  : 0 

(ii)  Number  of  persons  concerned  in  such  cases  0 
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(d)  Particulars  of  any  cases  in  which  dwelling  houses 

have  again  become  overcrowded  after  the 
Local  Authority  have  taken  steps  for  the 

abatement  of  overcrowding  0 

(e)  Any  other  particulars  with  respect  to  overcrowding 

conditions  upon  which  the  Medical  Officer  of 
Health  may  consider  it  desirable  to  report  0 

MEAT  INSPECTION. 

Carcases  Inspected  and  Condemned. 


Cattle, 

Excluding  Sheep  & 

Cows.  Cows.  Calves.  Lambs.  Pigs. 


Number  killed  (if  

known)  1,621  844 

Number  inspected  ..  1,621  844 

All  diseases  except  

Tuberculosis.  Whole  

Carcases  condemned  — 12 

Carcases  of  which  some  

part  or  organ  was  

condemned  62  215 

Percentage  of  the  

number  inspected  af-  

fected  with  disease  

other  than  Tuber-  

culosis  3.824% 26.895% 

Tuberculosis  omly — 

Whole  Carcases  con-  

demned  1 17 

Carcases  of  which  some  

part  or  organ  was  con-  

demned  25  166 

Percentage  of  the  

number  inspected  af-  

fected  with  Tuber-  

culosis  1.60% 21.68%. 


5,436  18,504 

5,436  18,504 


5 8 


7 2,599 


.220% 14.088% 


75 

75 


2 


2.666% 


4% 
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INSPECTION  AND  SUPERVISION  OF  FOOD. 

This  Corporation  has  now  been  appointed  the  Authority 
for  the  administration  of  the  Food  and  Drugs  Acts. 

Mr.  Seyler,  of  Swansea,  has  been  appointed  the  Analyst 
for  this  purpose. 

Many  samples  have  been  submitted  for  analysis  and  have 
been  found  on  the  whole  satisfactory. 

Nutrition. 

I he  Medical  Officer  of  Health  has  met  many  societies  in  the 
district  during  the  year  and  spoken  upon  this  subject  and  other 
subjects  appertaining  to  Public  Health. 

INFECTIOUS  DISEASES. 

The  number  of  Infectious  Diseases  showed  an  increase 
on  1944. 


During  the  year,  the  following  cases  were  notified  : — 


Disease 

1934 

1935 

1936 

1937 

1938 

1939 

1940 

1941 

1942  1943 

1944 

Scarlet 

Fever 

185 

56 

175 

188 

299 

59 

52 

40 

54  94 

137 

Diph’ria 

81 

23 

27 

22 

. 171 

182 

134 

64 

43  154 

201 

Figures  show  the  following 

variation  from  1942: — 

Scarlet  Fever  increased  bv  forty-three  cases. 
Diphtheria  increased  by  forty-six  cases, 
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The  following  cases  were  removed  to  Hospital: — 


Disease  1934  1935  1936 

1937 

1938 

1939 

1940 

1941 

1942 

1943 

1944 

Scarlet 

Fever  1-75  53 

168 

181 

287 

55 

45 

38 

52 

93 

114 

D.iph’ria  76  23 

27 

21 

69 

182 

133 

64 

45 

154 

198 

Scarlet  Fever. 

1944.  1943. 

1942.  1941. 

1940.  1939. 

1938. 

1937. 

1936. 

1935. 

1934. 

Attack  Rate  3.5  2.5 

1.37  .98 

1.2  1.3 

7.1 

4.6 

4.3 

1.3 

4.3 

Per  1,000  population. 


Details  of  the  distribution  of  the  disease  will  be  seen  in 
the  Chief  Sanitary  Inspector’s  Report. 

The  greatest  number  of  notifications  came  from  Margam 
West  Ward. 

The  smallest  number  of  notifications  came  from  Margam 
North  Ward. 

There  were  93  houses  affected  as  follows : — 


124  houses  with  one  case  in  each  124  cases 

5 houses  with  two  cases  10  cases 

1 house  with  three  cases  3 cases 


Analysis  of  the  ages  at  Death : — 


0-1 

1-2 

2-3 

3-4 

4-5 

5-10 

10-15 

15-20  20-25 

Scarlet  Fever 

Deaths  

...  0 .. 

. 0 . 

. 0 . 

..  0 . 

..  0 .. 

..  0 .. 

. 0 ... 

. 0 ...  0 

Diphtheria. 

During  the  veai  201  cases  were  notified,  an  increase  ol" 
forty-six  cases  compared  with  1943. 

The  heaviest  incidence  fell  on  the  Aberavon  South  Ward 
with  o2  cases,  wihlst  the  lowest  number  of  notifications  came 
from  Margam  North  Ward  with  five  cases. 
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There  were  196  houses  affected  as  follows : — 


192  houses  with  one  case  in  each  192  cases 

3 houies  with  two  cases  6 cases 

1 house  with  three  cases  3 cases 


201 


Of  the  198  removed,  168  were  positive. 

Further  details  will  be  seen  in  the  Sanitary  Inspector’s 
Report. 


Analysis  of  the  ages  at  death : — 


0-1 

1-2 

2-3 

3-4  4-5 

5-10  10-15  15-20 

Diphtheria  Deaths 

0 

1 

2 

0 2 

1 1 0 

The  attack 
compared : — 

rate  was  5.2 

per 

1.000  population,  and  may  be 

1944.  1943.  1942. 

1941. 

1940. 

1939. 

1938.  1937. 

1936.  1935.  1934. 

5.2  .09  .8 

.9 

2>03 

3.5 

1.7  .5 

.0  .50  1.59 

per  1,000  population 

Scarlet  Fever  and  Diphtheria. 

There  was  one  case  of  these  diseases  combined  in  one 
person. 

Puerperal  Pyrexia. 

There  was  one  notification  of  this  disease. 

Pneumonia. 


1944.  1943.  1942.  1941'. 

1940. 

1939. 

1938.  1937.  1933.  1935.  1934. 

Cases  notified  3 4 4 6 

11 

12 

12  9 3 7 9 
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The  following  Table  shows  the  number  of  Infectious 
Diseases  notified,  and  their  distribution  into  Wards. 


Mar  gam 

West  44... 

. 48...  0...  1...  1...  2...  1... 

1...  0...  0...  19  1 

0... 

0...  0 

Mar  gam 

Cen’al  32... 

37...  0...  0...  0...  0...  0... 

0...  0...  1...  16  2 

0... 

0...  0 

Margam 
North  1.. 

. 5...  0...  1...  0...  0...  0... 

0...  0...  0...  3 1 

. 0... 

. 0...  0 

Aber’on 

South  36... 

. 52...  1...  1 . . .*  0...  1...  0... 

0...  2...  0...  25  2 

. 0... 

. 0...  0 

Aber’on 
North  19... 

26...  0...  0 ..  0...  0...  1... 

0...  0...  0...  14  0 

0... 

0...  0 

Cwm- 

avon 

5... 

33...  0...  0...  0...  1...  1... 

0...  0...  0...  22  1 

0... 

. 0,..  0 

Totals 

1944 

137.. 

.201...  1...  3...  1...  4...  3.. 

. 1...  2...  1 (99 . . . 7)  = 106... 

. O'... 

0...  0 

1943 

94... 

,154...  0...  3...  2.. .11...  5.. 

o 

to 

p 

» 

& 

T 

& 

0° 

. 0... 

. 0...  1 

1942 

54.. 

. 46...  0...  9...  3...14. . . 4.. 

. 3...  2...  1 (71 20)  = 91... 

. 0... 

0...  0 

1941 

40.. 

. 64...  1...11...  0...26.,.  6.. 

. 0...  0...  0...(66...28)  = 94  . 

0.. 

. 0...  1 

1940 

52.. 

. 84...  0...11...  0. . 38. ..11.. 

. 3...  1...  4.  .(58. ..18)=  76.. 

. 0... 

. 0...  0 

1939 

59.. 

.143...  1...  9...  0...  2.. .12.. 

. 4...  0...  5.. .(53.. .14)=  67... 

. 0... 

. 0...  1 

1938 

299.. 

. 71...  0...  9...  1...  1 ...  12. . 

. 1...  0...  7. ..(53.. .15)=  68.. 

0... 

. 0...  1 

1937 

188.. 

. 22...  1...  4...  1...  0...  9 

. 1...  0...  2.. .(52.. .15)=  67... 

2... 

0...  0 

1936 

175.. 

..  27...  0...10...  1...  0...  3.. 

. 0...  0...  2.. .(52. ..10)=  62.. 

. 0.. 

. 0...  0 

1935 

56.. 

. 23...  0...14...  2...  0...  7.. 

. 3...  2...  1 (64. . .21 ) = 85.. 

. 0.. 

. 0...  0 

1934 

185.. 

. 81...  1 ...12...  0...  2...  9.. 

. 1...  2...  1 — (81 31)  = 112... 

. 0.. 

. 0...  0 

Malaria  and  Trench  Fever. 

There  were  no  notifications  during  1944. 

Opthalmia  Neonatorum. 

There  was  one  notification  during  1944. 
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Vaccinations. 

No  vaccinations  or  re-vaccinations  were  carried  out  by  the 
Medical  Officer  of  Health  under  the  Public  Health  (Small  Pox 
Prevention)  Regulations. 


Non-Notifiable  Acute  Infectious  Diseases. 

These  include  Mumps — 'Chicken-pox  not  being  notifiable 
at  present.  Information  concerning  these  diseases  reaches 
the  Health  Ofiice  through  the  Health  Visitors,  School  Nurses, 
Head  Teachers  and  Attendance  Officers. 

Prevention  of  Blindness. 

No  action  has  been  taken  under  Section  176  of  the  Public 
Health  Act,  1936. 

Borough  Fever  Hospital. 

Tills  has  been  described  earlier  in  the  report  under  the  head- 
ing “General  Provision  of  Health  Services  in  the  Area.” 


The  following  cases  were  removed  to  Hospital  : — 


1944 

1943 

1942  1941 

194J 

1939 

1938 

1937 

1936 

1935 

1934 

Small  Pox  

0 

0 

0 . 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0. 

0 

0 

C 

Scarlet  Fever  

114 

98 

52 

38 

45 

55 

289 

181 

168 

53 

175 

Diphtheria  

198 

154 

45 

64 

133 

140 

118 

21 

27 

23 

76 

Diphtheria  & Scarlet 

Fever  

1 

0 

0 

1 

0 

1 

0 

1 

0 

1 

1 

Enteric  Fever 

0 

0 

0. 

0 

0 

C1 

1 

2 

0 

0 

0 

Meningitis  

4 

7 

13 

36 

38 

2 

1 

0 

0* 

0 

0 

Ervsipelas  

1 

1 

6 

1 

5 

2 

2 

0 

7 

3 

5 

Puerperal  Pyrexia 

1 

0 

1 

0 

5 

3 

4 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Infantile  Paralysis 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

1 

o 

0 

0 

0 

0 

319 

255 

117 

130 

225 

204 

418 

205 

202 

80 

257 

Deaths  in  Hospital : — 

Port  Talbot  Cases.  Outside  Cases 


7 

0 

4 


0 

0 

0 


Diphtheria 

Meningitis 

Pneumonia 
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Tub«rculosis. 

New  cases  and  mortality  during  1944 


NEW  CASES. 

DEATHS. 

Pul- 

Non-Pul- 

Pul- 

Non-Pul- 

monarv. 

monarv. 

monary. 

monary . 

Age  Periods  M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

Under  1 yr 0.... 

..  0 

0 

. 0 

..  a... 

...  a. 

....  0.... 

...  0 

Over  1 year  & under 

5 years  , 1 •— 

2 

1 

. 0 

...  a... 

...  a. 

....  o.... 

...  0 

Over  5 years  & under 

10  years  10.... 

...  4 

0 

. 0 

...  a... 

...  a. 

....  0... 

...  0 

Over  10  years  & under 

15  years  3.... 

2 

a.... 

. 0 

...  0... 

...  a. 

a.. 

...  0 

Over  15  years  & under 

20  vears  8... 

...  5 

o 

. 1 

...  0... 

...  4.. 

a.. 

...  0 

Over  20  years  & under 

9 

0 

. 3 

...  i... 

...  5.. 

0... 

...  0 

Over  25  years  & under 

35  vears  , 8... 

...  12 

. 0 

.? 

...  a.. 

...  4. 

a.. 

...  0 

Over  35  years  & under 

45  vears  10... 

...  8 

. Q 

..  0 

...  2... 

...  4. 

0... 

...  0 

Over  45  years  & under 

55  vears  6... 

...  1 

. 0 

..  0 

...  4... 

...  2. 

o... 

...  0 

Over  55  years  & under 

65  vears  0... 

...  4 

. a... 

..  0 

...  5... 

...  o. 

a.. 

....  0 

Over  6x5  vrs 2... 

...  0 

. 0.... 

..  0 

...  a 

a 

n 

a 

Total  52... 

...  47 

. 1... 

..  6 

...  12... 

0... 

....  0 

Non-notified  Tuberculosis 

Deaths 

...  4 

Notified  Tuberculosis 

Deaths 

...  31 

There  is  no  evidence  of  excessive  incidence  of, 

or  mortality 

from  Tuberculosis  in  any  particular  occupation 

The  attack  rate  was  as 

follows — 

1944.  1943.  1942.  1941. 

1940. 

1939. 

1938.  1937.  1936. 

1935. 

1934. 

1 2.2  2.3  2.3 

1.7 

1.6 

1.6 

1.9 

1.5 

2.09 

2.7 

per  1,000 
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During  the  year  106  notifications  of  all  forms  of  Tuber- 
culosis were  received  as  follows: — 

Pulmonary.  Non-Pulmonary. 

Males  52  1 

Females  47  6 


Totals  99  7 


Total  106 


At  the  end  of  the  year, 

after  death  removals,  and  cures 

had  (been  adjusted,  there  were  656  cases  on  the  register, 

made  up  as  follows : — 

Pulmonary. 

Non-Pulmonary. 

Males  

233 

89 

Females  

240 

94 

Totals  

473 

183 

Total  

656 

Admissions. 

Non- 

Institution.  Pulmonary  Pulmonary 

Discharges. 

Non- 

Pulmonary  Pulmonary 

.Cyrnla  Hospital 

33 

1 

..  39 

0 

Talgarth 

7 

0 

8 

0 

Dlanvbyther 

4 

0 

9 

0 

Sully  

5 

0 

10 

0 

Craig-y-Nos 

10 

1 

5 

3 

Denbigh  

8 

3 

16 

0 

Highland  Moors 

0 

0 

1 

0 

Gian  Ely  Hospital 

1 

1 

1 

1 

Haverfordwest 

0 

0 

0 

1 

Morriston  Emer- 

gency 

4 

0 

4 

0 

Princess  Royal  H. 

0 

0 

1 

0 

Totals  

72 

6 

84  . ... 

5 
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Deleted  from  Register: — 


By  Deaths  35 

Removed  from  District  0 

Transfers  - 0 

Cured  0 

Refuses  Treatment  <• 0 


35 


The  disease  was  notified  as  follows:- — 

By  Private  Practitioners  4 

By  Tuberculosis  Physicians  S9 

By  Practitioners  and  Physicians  1 

On  Form  ‘T’  (Admission  to  Hospital)  1 

On  Form  ‘IP  (Discharged  from  Hospital)  1 


106 

The  organs  and  tissues  affected  were: — 


_ Glands  4 

Eyes  1 

■Spine  1 

Knee  1 


7 


The  distribution  of  the  notifications  is  as  follows:— 


Margam  West  Ward 
Margam  Central  Ward 
Margam  North  Ward 
Aberavon  South  Ward 
Aberavon  North  Ward 
Cwmavon  Ward 


99  7 


Particulars  of  ah  cases  notified  and  all  deaths  will  be 
seen  on  Table  VT. 

After  removal  or  death  of  a case  of  Tuberculosis  all 
premises  and  clothing  are  disinfected. 


Pulmonary. 

Non -Pulmonary. 

19 

1 

16 

2 

3 

1 

25 

2 

14 

0 

12 

1 
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The  treatment  of  Tuberculosis  is  carried  out  by  the 
Welsh  National  Memorial  for  Tuberculosis.  The  patients 
are  admitted  to  one  or  another  of  their  Institutions. 

The  Tuberculosis  Station  that  up  to  a few  years  ago  was 
held  at  the  Riding  School  now  does  not  exist,  and  1 consider 
that  Port  Talbot  is  large  enough  and  central  enough  to 
warrant  a Centre  being  held  here. 

All  cases  are  visited  by  the  Health  Visitor  as  soon  as 
notified,  and  Form  T.  1,  Wales  is  completed  in  each  case  and 
forwarded  to  the  Tuberculosis  Physician. 


PUBLIC  HEALTH  (PREVENTION  OF  TUBERCULOSIS) 

REGULATIONS,  1925. 

Observations  were  taken  under  Section  3,  but  no  occasion 
arose  to  cause  procedure  under  Article  5 of  the  Regulations 


PUBLIC  HEALTH  ACT,  1936,  SECTION  172.  • 

No  action  was  necessary  under  this  Section. 

MATERNITY  AND  CHILD  WELFARE. 

The  work  carried  out  in  connection  with  Maternity  and 
Child  Welfare  includes: — 

Health  Visiting. 

Infant  Consultation  at  the  Centres. 

Ante-natal  Visiting. 

Dental  Extractions. 

The  five  Health  Visitors  now  devote  about  half  their  time 
to  school  work.  The  new  arrangement  is  working  smoothly 

Each  child  is  visited  as  soon  after  'its  birth  as  possible, 
and  the  frequency  of  the  re-visits  depends  upon  the  progress 
of  the  child  and  upon  its  home  conditions. 

In  October,  1934  an  Ante-natal  Clinic  and  a Birth  Control 
Clinic  were  opened.  There  are  being  held  fortnightly  and  Dr. 
Sybil  Morgan,  Llantrisant,  attends. 
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The  Ante-natal  Clinic  is  well  patronised.  The  latter  is 
conducted  according  to  the  Regulations  of  the  Ministry  of 
Health. 

The  attendances  at  these  Clinics  are  to  be  seen  in  another 
part  of  this  Report. 

The  work  of  the  Health  Visitors  is  shown  in  the  follow- 
ing Table : — • 


First 

Visits. 

1931 

699 

1932 

668 

1933 

635 

1934 

690 

1935 

646 

1936 

710 

1937 

671 

1938 

688 

1939 

648 

1940 

598 

1941 

674 

1942 

685 

1943 

610 

1944 

678 

Re-visits 
under  1 year. 

Re-visits 

1—5 

1,241 

1,776 

1,259 

2,357 

1,029 

2,734 

2,500 

2,756 

1,857 

2,187 

1,747 

4,168 

1,254 

4,773 

2,121 

4,189 

1,697 

3,746 

2,195 

3,866 

1,627 

3,280 

1,462 

2,139 

1,597 

2,139 

1,051 

1 ,206 

Ante-Natal  Visiting. 

At  present  visits  are  paid  by  the  Health  Visitors  ito  ante- 
natal cases  whom  they  hear  of  in  their  districts. 

The  number  of  visits  paid  by  the  Health  Visitors  to  ante- 
natal cases  was : — 

. 1944  1943  1942  1941  1940  1939  1938  1937  1936  1935  1934 


13  22  58  103  97  246  134  255)  174  71  60 

Still-Birth  Visiting.  » 

There  were  13  sti  1-births  notified  during  the  year. 
Comparative  figures: — 

1944  1943  1942  1941  1940  1939  1938  1937  1936  1935  1934 

13  18  22  14  23  27  34  39  29  34  28 

Still-births 
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Death  Enquiries. 

The  purpose  of  these  enquiries  is  to  ascertain  whether 
any  conditions  harmful  to  infant  life  are  present  which  could 
be  remedied. 

V 

1944  1943  1942  1941  1940  1939  1938  1937  1936  1935  1934 
— — 12  17  22  12  34  35  9 29  27 

Visits  paid. 

Ophthalmia  Neonatorum. 

There  was  one  case  notified. 

• 

Puerperal  Pyrexia. 

There  was  one  case  notified. 

Diarrhoea. 

There  were  two  deaths  during  the  year. 

Maternal  Mortality. 

There  were  two  deaths  due  to  pregnancy  of  child-birth 
during  1944. 

Orthopaedic  Treatment. 

Arrangements  have  been  made  with  the  Prince  of  Wales’ 
Orthopaedic  Hospital.  Cardiff,  for  this  work.  The  children 
of  parents  who  come  within  a scale  of  income  are  treated  at 
the  expense  of  the  Maternity  and  Child  Welfare  Committee. 

Treated  at  the  Prince  of  Wales’  Hospital- — 

2 In-patients,  10  Out-patients. 

Infant  Welfare  Centre*. 

These  Centres  are  described  on  a previous  page  under 
“General  Provisions  of  Health  Services  in  the  Borough.” 

The  average  number  of  attendances  is  as  follows  : — 

TAIBACH  CLINIC — Total  number  of  attendance  3,726. 

1944.  1943.  194-2.  1941.  1940.  1939.  1938.  1937.  1936.  1935.  1934. 

Av’age  No. 

attending  71  51  85  67  70.9  77  81  76  76.9  77.4  78.7 

This  Clinic  is  open  weekly. 
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ABERAViON — Total  number  of  attendances  673. 

1944.  1943.  1942.  1941.  1940.  1939.  1938.  1937.  1936.  1935.  1934. 

Av’age  No. 

attending  25  24  28  27  18  51  77  83  82.7  67.1  75.2 

This  Centre  is  open  fortnightly. 

PENDARVES — Total  .number  of  attendances  1,093. 

1944  1943  1942  1941  1940  1939 

Average  No.  attending  45  47  58  50  54  64 

This  Clinic  is  held  fortnightly. 

CWiMAVON — Total  number  of  attendances  1,211. 

1944.  1943.  1942.  1941.  1940.  1939.  1938.  1937.  1936.  1935.  1934. 

Av’age  No. 

attending  46  47  56  41  45  48  52  44  39.2  46.5  38.1 

This  Clinic  is  held  fortnightly  and  should  be  held  weekly. 

BRYN — Total  number  of  attendances  65. 

1944.  1943.  1942.  1941.  1940.  1939.  1938.  1937.  1936.  1935.  4934. 

Av’age  No. 

attending  5 5 16  14  16  10  11  13  12  14  15.9 

This  Clinic  is  held  monthly  and  it  most  certainly  should 
be  held  more  frequently. 

Total  attendances— Ante-natal  Clinic  454;  Birth  Control  93. 
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TUBERCULOSIS. 

Visits  by  Health  Visitors. 

1944  1943  1942  1941  1940  1939  1938  1937  1936  1935  1934 

No.  of  Re-visits  314  379  312  282  308  329  281  364  341  224  204- 

No.  of  Visits  made_ 

to  notified  cases  122  95  76  94  68  76  70  75  70  88  94 

The  visit  of  the  Health  Visitors  is  educative,  and  the 

patients  are  told  how  to  help  themselves  through  the  disease, 
and  the  importance  of  preventing  the  spread  of  infection  is 
emphasised. 

The  names  of  child  contacts  attending  school  are 

obtained  in  this  way. 
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TABLE  I. 

Summary  of  Statistics  and  Social  Conditions  of  the  Area 
after  correction  for  Inward  and  Outward  Transfers  as 
furnished  by  the  Registrar  General. 


Total. 

Males. 

Females 

Live  Births : — 

Legitimate 

715  ... 

...  3381 

377 

Illegitimate 

34  ... 

19 

15 

Birth-rate 

per  1,000  population- 

19.5. 

Total. 

Males. 

Females 

Still-Births : — 

Legitimate 

22  ... 

11 

11 

- Illegitimate 

3 ... 

3 

— 

Birth-rate 

per  1,000  (live  and  still)  births- 

-0.50. 

Total. 

Males. 

Females. 

Deaths 

458  ... 

...  24  li 

217 

Death-rate  per  1,000  of  the  estimated  resident  popula- 
tion— 11.9. 


Deaths  from  Pueiperal  Causes  : — 

No.  29 — Puerperal  Sepsis 
No.  30 — Other  Puerperal 

Causes  


Rate  per  1,000  total 
Dive  & Still  Births. 


1 ......  2.1 

2 2.1 


Total  3 4.2 


Death-rate  of  Infants  under  one  vear  of  age  : 

All  infants  per  1,000  live  births  

Legitimate  infants  per  1,000  live  births 
Illegitimate  infants  per  1,000  illegitimate  births 
Deaths  from  Cancer  (all  ages) 

Deaths  from  Measles  (all  ages) 

Deaths  from  Whooping  Cough  (all  ages) 

Deaths  from  Diarrhoea  (under  2 yrs.  of  age) 


43 


63 

0 

0 

2 
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TABLE  II. 

Birth-rates,  Civilian  Death-rates,  Analysis  of  Mortality, 
Maternal  Mortality  and  Case  Rates  for  certain  Infectious 
Diseases  in  the  Year  1944. 


England 

and 

Wales. 

126  County 
Boro’s  and 
Great 
Towns 
including 
London 

148  Smaller 
Towns 
(Resident 
Populations 
25,000  to 
50,000  at 
.931  Census) 

London 

Adminis- 

trative 

County 

Rates  per  1,000 

Civilian  Population. 

Births  : — 1 

Live  4 17.6 

20.3 

1 1 

20.9 

15.0 

Still  1.  0.50 

0.64 

0.61  1 

0.42 

Deaths  : — 

1 

1 

All  Causes  

11.6 

13.7 

12.4 

1 15.7 

Typhoid  and  Para- 
typhoid   

0.00 

! 

0.00 

0.00 

0.00 

Scarlet  Fever  

0.00 

0.00 

0.00 

0.00 

Whooping  Cough 

0.03 

0.03 

0.02 

0.04 

Diphtheria  ! 

0.02 

0.03 

0.03 

0.01 

Influenza  

0.12 

0.10 

0.11 

0.08 

Small  Pox  * | 

- 

— 

— 

— 

Measles  i 

0.01 

0.01 

0.01 

0.00 

Notifications  : — 

Tpyhoid  Fever  

0.01 

0.01 

0.01 

0.01 

Paratyphoid  Fever 

0.01 

0.00 

0.01 

0.01 

Cerebro-spinal  Fever 

0.05  , 

0.06 

0.04 

0.06 

Scarlet  Fever  

2.40 

2.41 

2.67 

1.57 

Whooping  Coung 

2.49 

2.49 

' 2.29 

2.90 

Diphtheria  / 

0.58  , 

0.67 

0.69 

0.31 

Erysipelas  

0.29 

_ 

0.32 

0.28 

0.37 

Smallpox  



1 ~ 

Measles  

4.16 

4.51 

3.94 

2.98 

Pneumonia  « 

0.97  . 

1.13 

0.82 

0.93 

Rates  per  1 ,000 

Live  Births  : — 

Deaths  under  1 year  of 
age 

46  | 

52 

44 

1 61 

Deaths  from  Diarrhoea 
& Enteritis  under  2 

vears  of  age  

4.8 

7.3 

4.4 

10.1 

! 

Rates  per  1,000  Total  Births  (Live  & Still). 

Maternal  Mortality — , 

(Excluding  Abortion)  t 
Puerperal  Infection  | 

(No.  147)  i 

Others  

| 

.28  \ 
1.25 

| 

- Not  available. 

1 

Total  

Notifications  : — i! 

Puerperal  Fever  1 | 

1.53 

i! 

,1 

i 

3.05 

f ^ 

Puerperal  Pyrexia  1 ] 

10.34 

13.13 

9.25 

14.14* 

•Including  Puerperal  Fever. 


# 
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Mar  gam  W. 
Margam  C. 
Margam  N. 
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J2 

oj 
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£ 

36 — Annual  Report. 


t 


TABLE  IV. 

OPHTHALMIA  NEONATORUM. 


Treated — 

In  Vision 

Notified. 

At  Home.  Hospital.  Impoverd. 

Deaths. 

Ophthalmia 

Neonatorum 

..  1 ... 

...  1 0 o 

0 

TABLE  V. 

TUBERCULOSIS. 

New  cases  and  mortality  during  1944 — 


NEW 

Pulmonary. 
M.  F. 

CASES. 

Non- 

Pulmonary. 
M.  F. 

DEATHS. 

Non- 

Pulmonary.  Pulmonary. 
M.  F.  M.  F. 

Under  1 yr 0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 . 

0 

0 

Over  1 yr  and 
under  5 yrs.  1 

2 

1 

0 

0i 

O'  . 

0 

0 

Over  5 yrs.  and 
under  10  yrs 10 

4 

0 

o 

0 

0 . 

0> 

0 

Over  10  yrs.  and 
under  15  yrs 3 

2 

0 

o 

0 

0 . 

0 

0 

Over  15  yrs.  and 
under  20  vrs 8 

5 

0 

1 

0 

4 . 

0 

0 

Over  20  yrs.  and 
under  25  yrs 4 

9 

0 

3 

11 

5 . 

0 

0 

Over  25  yrs.  and 
under  35  vrs. 8 

12 

0 

2 

0 

4 . 

0 

01 

Over  35  yrs.  and 
under  45  vrs....  10 

8 

0 

0 

2 

4 . 

0) 

0 

Over  45  yrs.  and 
under  55  yrs. 6 

1 

0 

0 

4 

2 . 

0 

0 

Over  55  yrs.  and 
under  65  vrs 0 

4 

0 

0 

5 

0 . 

0 

0 

Over  65  yrs  2 

0 

0 

o 

0 

0 . 

0 

0 

Totals  52  47 

1 

6 

12 

19  . 

0 

0 
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TABLE  VI. 

Taible  showing  the  number  of  cases  of  Infectious  Disease 
removed  to  the  Hospital  since  the  opening  of  the  Institution. 

Treated  at  Old  Isolation  Hospital  years  1897  to  1931 


inclusive  : — 

Scarlet  Fever  1,325 

Diphtheria  1,692 

Typhoid  Fever  25 

3,042 

Add  cases  treated  in  Hospital  from  Margam 

District  prior  to  Amalgamation  172 

Grand  Total  3,214 

Treated  at  Groeswen  Hospital : — 


Year. 

Scarlet  Fever. 

Diphtheria. 

Scarlet  Fever  & 
Diphtheria. 

Erysipelas. 

Meningitis. 

Puerperal 

Pyrexia. 

Infantile 

Paralysis. 

Enteric  Fever. 

1933 

...  134 

...  26 

...  2 .. 

. 9 . 

. 0 .. 

0 ... 

0 ... 

0 

1934 

...  175 

..  76 

...  1 .. 

. 5 . 

. 0 .. 

0 ... 

0 ... 

0 

1935 

...  53 

..  23 

...  1 .. 

. 3 .. 

. 0 .. 

0 ... 

0 ... 

0 

1936 

...  168 

..  27 

...  0 .. 

. 7 .. 

. 0 .. 

0 ... 

0 ... 

2 

1937 

...  181 

..  21 

...  1 .. 

0 .. 

. 0 .. 

0 ... 

0 ... 

2 

1938 

...  289 

..  118 

...  0 .. 

. 2 .. 

. 1 .. 

4 ... 

3 ... 

1 

1939 

...  55 

..  140 

...  1 .. 

. 2 .. 

. 2 .. 

3 . 

1 ... 

0 

1940 

...  45  . 

..  133 

...  0 .. 

5 .. 

. 38  ... 

5 . 

0 ... 

0 

1941 

...  38  . 

..  64 

.,.  1 .. 

1 .. 

. 26  ... 

0 ... 

0 ... 

0 

1942 

...  52  . 

..  45 

..  0 .. 

6 .. 

. 13  ... 

1 . 

0 ... 

0 

1943 

...  94 

..  154 

...  0 .. 

1 .. 

. 7 . 

0 ... 

0 ... 

0 

1944 

..  114  . 

..  198 

..  1 .. 

3 .. 

. 4 ... 

1 ... 

0 ... 

0 

Totals 

.1398  . 

.,1035 

..  8 ... 

44  .. 

91  ... 

14  ... 

4 ... 

5 
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TABLE  VII. 

Classification  of  Causes  of  Death  during  1944. 

As  recorded  by  the  Registrar  General. 


Causes  of  Death. 


M. 


All  Causes 


241 


1.  Typhoid  and  Paratyphoid  Fevers  

2.  Cerebro-spinal  Fever  "" 

3.  Scarlet  Fever  

4.  Whooping  Cough  

5.  Diphtheria  

6.  Tnberculosis  of  Respiratory  System  

7.  Other  Forms  of  Tuberculosis  

8.  Syphilitic  Disease  „ 

9.  Influenza  

10.  Measles  „ 

11.  Acute  Poliomyelitis  and  Polioencephalitis 

12.  Cancer  of  buccal  cavity  (M)  

13.  Cancer  of  Uterus  (F)  

14.  Cancer  of  stomach  and  duodenum  

15.  Cancer  of  breast  

16.  Cancer  of  all  other  sites  „ 

17.  Diabetes  

18.  Intra-cranial  vascular  lesions  

19.  Heart  Disease  

20.  Other  diseases  of  the  Circulatory  System  

21.  Bronchitis  

22.  Pneumonia  

23.  Other  Respiratory  Diseases  ! 

24.  Ulceration  of  Stomach  or  Duodenum  

25.  Diarrhoea  under  2 years  

26.  Appendicitis  

27.  Other  Digestive  Diseases  

28.  Nephritis  

29.  Puerperal  and  Post-abortive  Sepsis  

30.  Other  Maternal  Causes  

31.  Premature  Birth  

32.  Congenital  Malformations,  Birth  Injury,  Infantile 

Disease  

33.  Suicide  

34.  Road  Traffic  Accidents  

35.  Other  Violent  Causes  

36.  All  other  causes  


0 

0 

0 

0 

4 

18 

1 

1 

2 

0 

0 

4 
0 
3 
1 

21 

1 

21 

61 

5 
21 

8 

2 

1 

0 

1 

6 
11 

0 

9 

6 

9 

0 

5 

9 

19 


F. 

217 


0 

0 

1 

0 

3 

27 

3 
1 
1 

0 

0 

0 

4 
4 
4 

22 

4 

20 

48 

8 

11 

4 
0 
1 

2 

1 

5 
7 
1 

2 


6 

1 

1 

1 

19 


Deaths  of  Infants  under  One  year  : — 

Total  : 

Legitimate 

Illegitimate  


18  14 

17  12 

1 2 


Live  Births  : — 
Total 

Legitimate 

Illegitimate 

Still-births  : — 
Total 

Legitimate 

Illegitimate 


357  392 

338  377 

19  , ■ 15 


14  II 

11  11 

3 0 
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Borough  of  Port  Talbot 


To  the  Mayor,  Aldermen  and  Councillors  of 
the  Borough  of  Port  Talbot. 

Madam  Mayor  and  'Gentlemen, 

I have  the  honour  of  presenting  to  you  my  Eleventh 
Annual  Report  upon  the  activities  of  your  Sanitary  Services. 

The  general  work  of  your  Sanitary  Inspectors  was 
well  maintained  during  the  year.  Civil  Defence  duties,  how- 
ever, threw  a tremendous  strain  upon  the  Department,  for 
during  the  year  we  had  several  exercises  of  the  Food  Decon- 
tamination Services  and  the  Administrative  Information 
Centre  Services  which  were  administered  in  their  entirety 
by  your  Sanitary  Inspectors.  During  June  and  July  last  we 
were  called  upon  to  billet  evacuees  from  the  London  and 
South  East  Coast  Districts  as  a result  of  the  flying  bomb 
activities  over  these  areas.  Between  June  and  September 
2,600  evacuees  were  billeted  here,  and  when  it  is  realised 
that  no  paid  personnel  and  extra  staff  has  been  employed 
throughout  the  war  period  in  respect  df  our  varied  Civil 
Defence  activities,  there  will  be  appreciated  the  tremendous 
strain  it  has  been  for  us  to  maintain  our  Sanitary  Services 
and  undertake  with  efficiency  these  important  War  Emer- 
gency duties. 

The  shortage  of  labour  and  materials  made  it  very 
difficult  to  enforce  our  many  Notices  in  respect  of  working 
class  properties  found  not  in  every  respect  fit  for  habitation. 
Much  time  was  spent  in  endeavouring  to  secure  the  service 
of  tradesmen,  and  the  provision  of  suitable  material  for 
urgent  repair  work.  Many  unfit  houses  condemned  before 
the  outbreak  of  hostilities  are  in  a deplorable  condition,  and 
must  have  a serious  effect  upon  the  health  of  their  unfortun- 
ate occupants.  Out  of  the  ruins  of  the  last  few  years  we 
look  forward  to  post-war  housing,  with  better  and  brighter 
environmental  conditions.  The  efforts  of  Council  should  be 
concentrated  on  the  construction  -of  at  least  a thousand 
houses  during  the  next  two  or  three  years,  for  the  arrears 
in  our  slum  clearance  and  overcrowding  programmes,  the 
complete  absence  of  building  operations  during  the  last  six 
years  and  the  increased  marriage  rate  during  the  same 
period  have  all  contributed  to  the  urgent  need  of  suitable 
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dwellings  where  our  workers  may  live  in  that  degree  of 
comfort  they  so  much  need  for  family  life  and  secuiity. 

Much  of  your  Inspectors’  time  and  attention  during 
the  year  was  given  to  the  supervision  of  our  food  supplies, 
and  it  is  gratifying  to  report  that  the  purity  and  general 
standard  of  local  food  supplies  have  been  well  maintained 
during  an  exceptional  year. 

Whilst  the  shelter  of  the  worker  in  the  form  of  good 
housing  should  be  Council’s  number  one  priority,  his  food 
supply  is  one  that  calls  for  much  of  our  attention  in  the 
immediate  post-war  years.  We  can  now  record  with  plea- 
sure that  all  the  meat  consumed  in  this  Borough,  and  much 
of  the  surrounding  areas,  has  been  thoroughly  examined  by 
your  Inspectors,  but  the  need  of  a new,  up-to-date  Public 
Abattoir  where  animals  can  be  killed  and  the  meat  examined 
under  satisfactory  conditions  is  acute. 

One  cannot  fail  to  notice  that  during  the  last  few  years 
the  Borough  does  not  present  the  neat  and  clean  appearance 
of  the  past,  and  this  is  due  in  some  measure  to  the'  drastic 
curtailment  in  our  refuse  collecting  service.  An  increase  in 
the  number  of  collecting  days,  together  with  a spring-clean- 
ing campaign  throughout  the  Borough  would  help  restore 
our  pre-war  appearance. 

Mr.  E.  A.  Morgan,  District  Sanitary  Inspector,  re- 
signed his  position  on  the  29th  of  February  to  take  up  an 
appointment  at  Gipping  R.D.C.,  and  Mr.  S’.  E.  Thomas, 
District  Sanitary  Inspector,  left  the  service  of  Council  on 
the  31st  of  August  for  a similar  appointment  at  Pewsey 
R.D.C.  In  view  of  the  busy  time  experienced  by  my  De- 
partment, I have  to  thank  Council  for  the  way  they  expedited 
the  appointments  of  Messrs.  W.  Rees  and  L.  Carter  to  fill 
the  vacant  positions. 

In'  conclusion,  I would  like  to  express  my  thanks  to 
the  Members  of  the  Council  for  their  consideration  in  the 
conduct  of  the  work,  and  to  the  Staff  for  the  zeal  and  loyaltv 
with  which  they  have  carried  out  their  duties  in  difficult 
times. 

1 am,  Madam  Mayor  and  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 


S.  (2. 


^/KrG’ltyCM. 


Chief  Sanitary  Inspector. 
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The  Report  of  G.  A.  Morgan,  Chief  Sanitary  Inspector 
and  Inspector  under  the  Factories 
and  Housing  Acts. 


GENERAL  INSPECTION  OF  DISTRICT. 


The  nature  and  number  of  inspections  carried  out  by  your 
Inspectors  during  the  year  were  as  follow’s : — 


Housing  Inspections  and  Re-inspections 

Structural  Defects  *••• 

Foul  Conditions  

Disinfestations  

Overcrowding  

Schools  

Pigstyes  and  Swine  Keeping  

Ashpits,  Privies  and  Cesspools  

Stables  .Refuse  and  Manure  

Animals  Improperly  Kept  

Other  Nuisances  

Slaughter-houses  

Meat  and  Other  Foods  

Cowsheds  and  Dairies  

Water  Supplies  

Drains,  Yards  and  W.C’s.  

Infectious  Diseases  

Workshops  and  Bakehouses  

Common  Lodging  Houses  

Offensive  Trades  

Cinemas  

Tenements  

Billeting  

Information  Centres  

Food  Salvage  v : 

Military  Camps  

Air-Raid  Shelters  


3,788 

1,238 

571 

83 

100' 

96 

206 

94 

119' 

33 

132 

477 

1,695 

692 

398 

1,196 

359 

72 

41 

52 
44 

53 

6,210 

31 

179 

14 

256 


Totals 


18,229 
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The  number  of  Nuisances  discovered,  together  with  the 
number  of  Notices  served  during  the  year,  were  as 
follows : — 


Nature  of  Inspections. 

Nuisances 

Discovered. 

Informal 

Notices 

Served. 

Statutory 

Notices 

Served. 

Structural  Defects 

191  

191  .... 

84 

Foul  Conditions 

86  

86  

19 

Infestation  

16  

16  .... 

1 

Overcrowding 

— 

— 

— 

Schools  

1 

1 

— 

Pigstyes  & Swine  keep- 

keeping  

17  • 

17  

1 

Ashpits,  Privies  and 
Cesspools  

9 

9 

1 

Stables,  Refuse  and 

Manure  

24  

24  

2 

Animals  Improperly 

Kept 

2 

2 

— 

Other  Nuisances 

44  

44  

3 

Cowsheds  and  Dairies 

16  

16  

Water  Supplies 
Drains,  Yards  and 

83  

83  

23 

W.C’s.  

116  

11"  

43 

Workshops  and  Bake- 

houses  

3 

3 

Common  Lodging 

Houses  

2 

2 

Offensive  Trades 

1 

1 

3 

Tenements  

3 

2 

Totals  

614  

614  

179 

The  work  carried  out  in  order  to  abate  the  various 
nuisances  discovered  was  as  follows : 

Structural  Defects. 

46  floors  relaid,  32  floors  repaired,  125  walls  replastered 
74  walls  made  damp-proof,  37  walls  repaired,  3 external  walls 

?eeoailre7dered'6^Undary  Wa'U  ^ilt,  " bounty  walls 
repaired,  7 new  ceilings  constructed,  29  ceilings  repaired  8 

frameds0reLmedld17d’  18/°,u's  rePair?d  <w  re-hung,  23  door 
names  repaired  17  windows  renewed,  65  windows  reunited 

- windows  made  openable,  51  windows  provided  with  sash 

cords.  17  skirting  boards  repaired,  2 new  ovens  Txed  17 

ovens  repaired.  7 grates  renewed,  28  grates  repaired.  2 houess 
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provided  with  food  storage  facilities,  4 wash-coppers  re- 
paired, 4 hearths  repaired,  14  staircases  repaired,  8 chimneys 
repaired,  83  roofs  repaired,  6 flashings  repaired.  8 weather 
and  fascia  boards  repaired,  41  shoots  repaired,  5 roof  gutter- 
ings,  etc.,  cleaned  out,  2 new  downpipes  provided,  7 down- 
pipes  repaired,  5 coalhouse  structures  repaired. 


Drains,  Yards  and  W.C’s. 

2 drainage  systems  relaid,  5 drainage  systems  altered, 
24  drainage  systems  repaired,  21  inspection  chambers  re- 
paired, 2 new  inspection  chambers  provided,  5 new  ventilation 
shafts  provided,  11  ventilation  shafts  repaired,  2 new  soil 
pipes  provided,  3 new  gullies  provided,  8 gullies  dished,  5 
gully  grids  provided,  2 waste  pipes  extended,  4 waste  pipes 
extended,  7 waste  pipes  repaired,  3 new  wash-up  sinks  pro- 
vided, 14  yards  relaid  in  cement  concrete,  21  yards  repaired, 
1 new  urinal  accommodation  provided,  28  w.c.  structures 
repaired,  16  new  w.c.  pans  fixed.  4 w.c.  pans  cleansed,  34  de- 
fective joints  to  w.c.  pans  repaired,  8 w.c.  seats  and  risers 
repaired,  18  w.c.  flushing  tanks  repaired. 


Foul  Conditions. 

51  blocked  drains  cleared,  2 blocked  sewers  cleared,  3 
nuisances  from  discharge  of  slop  water  into  back  lane 
abated,  7 nuisances  from  stagnant  water  abated.  2 foul 
ditches  cleaned  out,  11  dwelling  houses  cleansed,  3 sheep 
carcases  buried. 

Schools. 

3 w.c’s.  and  urinals  cleansed,  1 ditch  adjoining  school 
cleaned  out. 

Pigstyes  and  Swine-keeping. 

8 styes  properly  drained  to  cesspools,  4 pigstye  floors  re- 
laid,  2 nuisances  from  improper  keeping  of  swine  abated,  2 
styes  limewashed  and  cleansed,  and  surrounding  area  cleansed 

Stables,  Refuse  and  Manure. 

2 stables  drained,  1 stable  cleansed  and  limewashed,  1 
enclosed  dung-pit  provided.  2 accumulations  of  manure  re- 
moved, 14  accumulations  of  refuse  removed,  3 dwelling 
houses  back  yards  cleansed  of  rubbish, 
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Ashpits,  Privies  and  Cesspools. 

5 cesspools  cleaned  out,  1 ash-pit  tieated  with  disin- 
fectant fluid,  3 privies  cleansed  and  new  receptacles  provided. 

Animals  Improperly  Kept. 

One  nuisance  from  improper  keeping  of  greyhounds 
abated,  one  case  of  chickens  and  ducks  removed  from 
proximity  to  dwelling  houses,  and  area  cleansed. 

Other  Nuisances. 

24  rat  nuisances  abated,  5 smoke  nuisances  abated,  4 
caravan  dwellings  removed,  1 pit  shaft  closed  up,  Shop 
illegally  occupied  by  gypsies  vacated,  Oil  pollution  on  fore- 
shore abated,  4 cases  of  flooding  remedied. 

Water  Supplies. 

47  water  services  to  dwelling  houses  repaired,  11  water 
service  systems  renewed,  2 water  services  connected  to  w.c. 
tanks,  11  hot  water  supplies  restored,  36  taps  repaired,  8 new 
stop  taps  provided,  1 large  storage  tank  provided. 

Tenements. 

1 roof  repaired,  2 walls  replastered,  1 staircase  repaired 
and  handrail  provided. 

Common  Lodging  Houses. 

2 lodging  houses  cleansed  and  limewashed. 

Offensive  Trades. 

Gut  scraping  premises  cleansed,  disinfected  and  lime- 
washed. 

Meat  and  Food  Inspection. 

The  quantity  of  diseased  and  unsound  meat  Condemned 
during  the  year  at  the  Public  Abattoir  was : — - 

1 bovine  carcase  and  all  offals  affected  with  generalised 
Tuberculosis,  17  cow  carcases  and  all  offals  affected  with 
generalised  Tuberculosis,  12  cow  carcases  dropsical  and 
emaciation,  62  cow  heads  affected  with  Tuberculosis  11 
bovine  lungs  affected  with  Tuberculosis,  19  bovine  heads 
with  1 uberculosis,  94  cow  lungs  with  Tuberculosis,  98  cow 
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mesenteries  with  Tuberculosis,  180  cow  livers  with  Cirrhosis 
and  Fluke,  135  portions  of  cow  livers  with  Fluke  and 
Cirrhosis,  15  cow  heads  and  tongues  with  Actinomycosis,  4 
bovine  lungs  with  Flydatid  Cysts,  18  bovine  livers  with 
Hydatid  Cysts  and  Cirrhosis,  190  portions  of  cow  livers  with 
Necrosis  and  Flukes,  1 bovine  head  with  Actinomycosis,  44 
cow  livers  with  Cavernous  Angioma,  38  cow  livers  with 
Hydatid  Cysts,  18  portions  of  cow  livers  with  Fluke  and 
multiple  Abscesses,  38  cow  lungs  with  Hydatid  Cysts,  18  cow 
lungs  with  Tuberculosis,  3 bovine  mesenteries  with  Tuber- 
culosis, 2 bovine  livers  with  Tuberculosis,  26  cow  livers  with 
multip.e  Abscesses,  6 cow  lungs  with  multiple  Abscesses,  4 
cow  intestines  with  Inflammation,  1 cow  kidney  and  fat  with 
Inflammation,  3 forequarters  of  beef  with  Tuberculosis,  61bs. 
of  bovine  liver  with  Necrosis,  1 cow  kidney  with  Nephritis, 
2 5 1 b s . of  cow  beef  with  Bruising,  ISOlbs.  of  bovine  fore- 
quarters with  Tuberculosis,  1 bovine  skirt  with  Tuberculosis, 
1 cow  stomach  with  Tuberculosis,  1 cow  stomach  with  In- 
flammation, 3 portions  of  bovine  livers-  with  Hydatid  Cysts, 
1 calf  carcase  with  Oedema,  2 calf  lungs  with  Melanosis,  1 
lamb  with  Emaciation,  and  unwholesome,  1 cow  skirt  with 
Tuberculosis,  2,035  sheep  lungs  with  Strongylosis,  682  sheep 
livers  with  Abscesses  and  Flukes,  1 calf  carcase  with  Oedema, 
443  sheep  plucks  with  Strongylosis  and  Abscesses,  1 1 sheep 
livers  with  Hydatid  Cysts,  16  sheep  plucks  with  Hydatid 
Cysts,  1 sheep  heart  with  Hydatid  Cysts,  17  sheep  livers  with 
Flukes  and  Hydatid  Cysts,  2 sheep  carcases  with  Emaciation 
and  Bruising,  lib.  of  mutton — bruised,  1 sheep  carcase  and  all 
offals  with  Bruising,  4 sheep  carcases — death  before 
slaughter,  1 lamb  carcase — death  before  slaughter,  2 sheep 
carcases — death  by  asphixiation,  1 calf  carcase — death  before 
slaughter.  61bs.  of  calf  liver  with  Fatty  Infiltration,  1 calf 
carcase  with  Oedema,  1 shank  of  veal  with  Bruising,  1 calf’s 
lung  with  Anaemea,  3 pig  heads  with  Tuberculosis,  241bs.  of 
leg  of  lamb  with  Bruising.  1 shoulder  of  lamb  with  Abscesses, 
1 calf’s  head  with  Abscesses,  1 calf  lungs  with  Pleurisy,  1 
heifer  head  with  Tuberculosis,  1 heifer  stomach  and  intestines 
with  Tuberculosis.  4 cow  udders  with  Unduration  and 
Garget,  1 heifer  liver  with  Cirrhosis,  1 calf  carcase  with 
Bruising  and  Emaciation,  1 calf  carcase  with  Jaundice. 

Unsound  or  unwholesome  food  condemned  or  surrender- 
ed outside  the  Abattoir  was  as  follows : — 

401bs.  of  Beans,  13  tins  of  Beans  in  Sauce,  75  tins  of 
Beans,  92  tins  of  Luncheon  Pork,  1211bs.  of  Luncheon  Pork, 
9 cases  of  'Frozen  Cod,  601bs.  of  Salted  Cod,  551bs.  of  Hake, 
1 tin  of  Steak,  1 tin  of  Hainsons,  1 tin  of  Peaches,  41bs.  of 


<• 
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Brisket  Beef,  1 tin  of  Prem,  2 tins  of  Mackerel,  2 tins  of 
Sausage  Meat,  14  tins  of  Chopped  Ham,  141bs.  of  Choe-omels, 
10  tins  of  Salmon,  10  tins  of  Herrings,  13  tins  of  Peas,  24  tins 
of  'Sardines,  1 tin  of  Stewed  Steak,  60  tins  of  Unsweetened 
Milk,  69  tins  of  Skimmed  Milk,  1 tin  of  Household  Milk,  7 
tins  of  Nestles  Milk,  21  tins  of  Full  Cream  Milk,  8 tins  of 
Condensed  Milk,  222  tins  of  Evaporated  Milk,  5 tins  of  Milk 
Powder,  1 tin  of  Pork,  171  tins  of  Co  man’s  Mustard,  4 tins 
of  Beef  Loaf,  31Jlbs.  of  Yeast,  1 tin  of  Spiced  Luncheon 
Meat,  4 tins  of  Pineapple  Cubes,  1 tin  of  Rabbit,  1 tin  of 
Steak  Pie,  66 L lbs.  of  Cheese,  10  lbs.  of  Cooked  Ham,  3 tins 
of  Pork  and  Beans,  5 tins  of  Broth,  131bs.  of  Peas,  2241bs.  of 
Mulsene  Liquid  Egg,  4 tins  of  Meat  and  Vegetable  Dinner. 

2 tins  of  Celery  Soup,  1 tin  of  Mixed  Vegetables,  162  tins  of 
Pilchards,  1 tin  of  Spinach,  2 jars  of  Spiced  Beef  Paste,  9 tins 
of  Beef  Steak,  6 tins  of  Soup,  1 packet  of  Egg  Substitute,  3 
bottles  of  Picallili,  1 tin  of  Apricot  Jam,  4^1bs.  of  Lard,  1 jar 
of  Pea-nut  Butter,  18^ lbs.  of  Ham,  1|  cwts.  of  Rolled  Oats, 
1 jar  of  Gooseberry  Jam,  1991bs.  of  Beef,  7 bottles  of  Pickled 
Cabbage,  31bs.  of  Veal,  201bs.  of  Mutton,  1 tin  of  Spam,  1 tin 
of  Minced  Beef  Loaf,  115 lb s . of  Bacon,  7 tins  of  Carrots. 
2716s.  -of  Kippers,  2 pots  of  Fish  Paste,  2 cwts.  16!bs.  of 
Sugar,  801bs.  of  Sausage,  25%Jbs.  of  Butter,  431bs.  2ozs.  of 
Lamb,  17.1ibs.  of  Liver,  591bs.  of  Jam,  41bs.  of  Syrup.  8 tins  of 
Marmalade,  2 packets  of  Kellog’s  Wheat  Crispies,  3 packets 
of  Kellog’s  All  Bran,  8 packets  of  Quaker  Puffed  Wheat,  4 
packets  of  Quaker  Malted  F’akes,  1 packet  Shredded  Wheat, 

3 packets  of  Wafer  Wheat  Flakes. 

The  whole  of  the  meat  condemned  at  the  Abattoir  and  a 
substantial  part  of  the  food  condemned  on  the  District  was 
handed  over  to. the  Ministry  of  Food  Sa'vage  Department 
for  conversion  into  Animal  Feeding  Products,  or  for  use  for 
industrial  purposes. 

Food  and  Drugs  Act,  1938  and  Regulations. 


Article  Sampled. 


No.  of 

Samples  taken.  Genuine. 


Not 

Genuine 


Milk 

Butter 

Lard 


66 

9 

8 


64 

9 

8 


2 
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Article  Sampled. 


No.  of  Not 

Samples  taken.  Genuine.  Genuine. 


Margarine  5 

Baking  Powder  3 

Pepper  2 

Mustard  1 

Curry  Powder  1 

Ground  Cinamon  1 

Semolina  2 

Gelatine  1 

Dried  Peas  1 

Beer  3 

Gin  1 

Sweets  1 

Coffee  1 

Soya  Flour  : 1 

Marmalade  1 

Jam  1 

Rice  1 

Soup  Powder  1 

Malted  Food  1 

Stuffing  1 

Infant  Food  1 

Custard  Powder  1 

Soya  Cream  1 

Macaroni  1 

Ground  Nutmeg  1 

Ice  Cream  1 


5 

3i 

2 

1 

1 

1 

2 

1 

1 

3 

l 

1 

1 

I 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 


Totals  119  117  2 


The  comparison  with  the  previous  year  is  as  follows: — 


No.  of 

Not 

Year. 

Samples  taken. 

Genuine 

Genuine. 

1940 

167 

....  159 

8 

1941  * 

149 

....  142 

7 

1942  

159 

....  128 

31 

1943 

135 

....  128 

7 

1944 

119 

....  117 

2 

The  number  of  samples  taken  is,  in  a measure,  deter- 
mined by  the  Laboratory. 
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Number  of  Samples  taken  per  1,000  of  population  (esti- 
mated 1941  at  40,750) — 2.9. 

Percentage  of  Milks  taken  not  conforming  to  standards 
in  relation  to  number  taken — 3.0%. 

Percentage  of  Foods  other  than  Milks  not  conforming  to 
standards  in  relation  to  number  taken — Nil. 

Percentage  of  all  Foods  samples  .not  conforming  to 
standards  in  relation  to  number  taken — 1.7%. 

PARTICULARS  OF  FOODS  ADULTERATED  OR 
FALLING  BELOW  STANDARD. 

There  were  two  milks — one  from  Mr.  T-.  Williams, 
Ty’r  'Eglwvs  Farm.  Baglari,  and  the  other  from  Mr.  D. 
Roberts,  Ty  Canol  Farm,  Baglan.  In  both  cases  the  mi  ks 
were  adulterated  with  2%  extraneous  water.  This  amount 
of  added  water  was  so  small,  that  we  were  advised  by  the 
Analyst  not  to  take  proceedings,  but  to  keep  these  vendors 
under  observation.  Subsequent  samples  taken  proved  the 
milk  on  each  occasion  to  be  genuine. 


The  Sale  of  Milk  Regulations,  1939. 

These  regulations  provide  that  unless  milk  contains  a 
minimum  of  3%  of  fat  and  8.5%  milk  solids  other  than  milk 
fat,  it  shall  be  presumed  until  the  contrary  is  proved  that  the 
milk  is  not  genuine.  The  average  percentage  composition 
of  the  whole  of  the  milk  sampled  in  the  Borough  in  1944  was 
as  follows  :• — 


Number  of  Milk 

Milk  fat 

Non-fattv  Solids 

samples  examined. 

percentage. 

percentage. 

66 

3.68% 

8.78% 

The  figures  for  the 

two  previous 

years  were  as  foMows: 

Number  of  Milk 

Milk  fat 

Non-fattv  Solids 

samples  examined. 

percentage. 

pe  rcentage. 

Year  1942 


64 


3.8% 


8.74 
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The  Public  Health  (Preservatives,  etc.,  in  Food)  Regulations 

1925-1940. 

hoods  reported  to  contain  preservatives  were— a sample 
of  Gelatine  which  was  found  to  contain  380  parts  per  million 
of  Sulphur  Dioxide  (permissible  limit  1,000  parts  per  million) 
with  trace  only  of  arsenic  and  no  excess  of  Zinc,  Copper  or 
Lead. 


Five  samples  of  Margarine  which  were  of  special  quality 
indicated  the  presence  of  boric  acid  in  the  following  propor- 
tions— 0.25%,  0.25%,  0.24%,  0.20%,  0.20%.  These  quantities 
do  not  exceed  the  limit  permitted  'by  licence  under  the 
Margarine  (Addition  of  Borax)  Order,  1940.  The  five 
samples  being  of  “special”  quality  did  not  contain  the  indi- 
cator now  added  to  “Standard”  Margarine. 

Three  samples  of  beer  vvere  free  from  sulphites,  bensoic, 
acid,  salicylic  acid  and  arsenic,  with  not  more  than  traces  of 
Lead  or  Copper. 

A sample  of  dried  peas  contained  traces  only  ( 1 /36th 
grain  per  pound)  of  Copper. 

In  no  case  did  any  food  contain  preservatives  in  excess 
of  the  Statutory  limit. 

Cowsheds  and  Dairies. 

There  were  an  increased  number  of  visits  made  to  cow- 
sheds and  dairies  during  the  year.  The  Bacteriological  re- 
ports on  the  many  milk  samples  taken  during  the  year 
indicated  that  general  conditions  associated  with  the  pro- 
duction and  handling  of  our  milk  supplies  cannot  be  con- 
sidered as  satisfactory.  No  structural  improvements  were 
carried  out  during  the  year  owing  to  shortage  of  labour  and 
material.  Notices  from  previous  years  requiring  such 
structural  improvements  are  unfortunately  still  in  abeyance. 
Efforts  are  to  be  made,  however,  to  have  much  of  this  work 
carried  out  in  the  immediate  future,  so  that  with  improved 
structure  and  sound  methods  of  production,  the  desired 
results  should  be  attained. 

In  fourteen  cases  it  was  again  necessary  to  draw  the 
attention  of  cowkeepers  to  the  necessity  of  limewashing 
their  sheds.  In  one  case  a new  water  supply  was  provided, 
and  in  a town  dairy  access  from  dairy  to  a stable  was 
properly  sealed  off, 
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National  Milk  Testing  and  Advisory  Scheme. 

On  the  instructions  uf  Council  we  again  co-operated 
with  the  Officers  of  the  Ministry  of  Agriculture  in  the  pro-, 
curing  of  samples  of  milk  from  all  local  producer-retailers. 
All  such  milk  is  submitted  to  the  routine  Resazurin  Test. 
This  is  a test  upon  the  relative  keeping  quality  of  the  various 
milks  and  is  carried  out  by  the  Ministry  of  Agriculture,  free 
of  any  cost  to  the  Local  Authority.  The  results,  however, 
are  an  indication  of  the  care  and  attention  given  by  the 
farmer  to  the  necessary  precautions  required  to  produce  a 
good  and  wholesome  milk  supply.  It  is  an  instruction  of 
the  Ministry  of  Agriculture  that  the  general  particulars 
associated  with  the  test  results  should  not  be  published  as 
the  Scheme  is  essentially  an  advisory  one,  and  to  give  details 
of  sampling  results  wouM  betray  the  confidence  of  the  milk 
producer  whose  interests  it  endeavours  to  encourage. 

The  classified  categories  of  the  milk  sampled  during  the 
year  were  as  follows: — 


Yearly  Summary,  1944. 


Month. 

A. 

B. 

C. 

Total. 

January 

63  .... 

19  .... 

6 .... 

88 

February 

61  .... 

18  ... 

8 .... 

87 

March 

67  . .. 

1 1 

9 

87 

April  

70 

10 

7 

87 

May  

74 

A 

A 

86 

June  

42 

18 

25 

85 

1 u 1 v 

20 

10 

1 3 

43 

August 

17  .... 

7 .... 

..  56  .... 

80 

September 

35  .... 

15  .... 

22  .... 

72 

October 

67  .... 

11 

>-r 

/ .... 

85 

November 

62  .... 

11  .... 

7 .... 

80 

December 

69  .... 

11  .... 

2 .... 

82 

Totals 

647  .... 

. 147  .... 

..  168  .... 

962 

Designated  Milks. 

The  following  persons  were  licenced  during  the  year 
to  retail  graded  milks  within  the  Borough  under  the  pro- 
visions  of  the  Milk  and  Dairies  (Special  Designations)  Regu- 
lations. 1936-41  : — ' 6 

Messrs.  The  Portavon  Dairies  Ltd.,  Port  Talbot. 

Tuberculin  Tested  Milk  Bottling  Licence 
Messrs.  The  Portavon  Dairies  Ltd.,  Port  Talbot. 

Pasteurised  Milk  ; Pasteuriser’s  Licence. 
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Messrs.  The  Afon  Valley  Co-operative  Society,  Cwmavon. 

Pasteurised  Milk  : Supplementary  Licence. 
Messrs.  The  Pantdu  Co-operative  Society,  Cwmavon. 

Pasteurised  Milk  : Supplementary  Licence 
Messrs.  The  Pontrhvdyfen  Co-operative  Society. 

Pasteurised  Milk  : Supplementary  Licence 
Messrs.  The  Briton  Perry  & Neath  Co-operative  Societv. 

Pasteurised  Milk  : Supplementary  Licence 
Messrs.  The  Taibach  & Port  Talbot  Co-operative  Society. 

Pasteurised  Milk  : Supplementary  Licence 
Mr.  , David  Davies,  Velindre  Dairy,  Margaret  Street,  Velindre. 

Pasteurised  Milk  : Supplementary  Licence. 


Milk  Sampled  for  Bacteriological  Standard  at  Cardiff  and 
County  Public  Health  Laboratory. 

A total  of  25  samples  of  milk  were  submitted  for  Bacterio- 
logical Examination  during  the  year.  Of  this  number  16 
were  of  ordinary  milk,  and  9 of  Pasteurised  Milk.  The  re- 
ports upon  these  samples  were  certainly  very  disappointing, 
for  of  the  16  ordinary  milks  10  were  unsatisfactory,  showing 
the  presence  of  B.  Coli,  which  indicated  manurial  contamina- 
tion, and  the  absence  of  proper  regard  on  the  part  of  the 
milker  to  the  'hygienic  methods  of  milk  production.  Of  the 

9 pasteurised  milks,  4 were  unsatisfactory,  3 of  which  proved 
to  be  under-pasteurised. 

Examination  of  Milk  for  Tubercle  Bacilli. 

Nine  samp’es  of  milk  were  taken  during  the  year,  and 
submitted  to  the  Laboratory  for  examination  for  the  presence 
of  Tubercle  Bacilli.  In  no  case  was  Tubercle  Bacilli  proved 
to  be  present. 

Slaughterhouses. 

The  slaughtering  for  Glyncorrwg  U.D.C.,  Porthcawl 
U.D.C.,  part  of  Penybont  R.D.C.,  and  that  for  our  own 
Borough  was  again  centralised  at  the  Public  Abattoir,  Aber- 
avon.  The  number  of  animals  killed  shows  a progressive 
increase  each  year,  being  26,480  for  1944,  compared  with 
25,207  for  1943,  and  23,668  for  1942.  Every  carcase  and 
organs  of  animals  slaughtered  was  thoroughly  examined  bv 
your  Inspectors,;  this  entailed  considerable  overtime,  for 
slaughtering  is  often  carried  on  late  into  the  evening  and  on 
week-ends.  Statistics  relative  to  the  animals  slaughtered 
have  been  supplied  to  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  for  inclu- 
sion in  bis  report. 


<• 
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Notification  of  Slaughter  and  Presence  of  Diseased  Meat. 

Arrangements  between  the  .Slaughterhouse  Manager 
and  your  Inspectors  have  worked  very  satisfactorily  during 
the  year.  The  times  of  slaughtering  have  varied  consider- 
ably" Inspectors  have  been  obliged  to  work  late  into  the 
evenings,  and  sometimes  during  week-ends.  The  co-operation 
of  the  Slaughterhouse  Manager  has,  therefore,  been  invalu- 
able. so  as  to  allow  Inspectors  to  spend  a maximum  of  time 
on  their  Districts,  when  there  has  been  no  actual  slaughter- 
ing at  the  Abattoir. 

Slaughter  of  Animals  Act,  1933. 

In  no  single,  instance  was  it  necessary  to  issue  a warrant 
of  a corrective  during  the  year,  for  the  provision  of  this  Act 
were  complied  with  in  every  respect. 

Water  Supplies. 

The  main  water  supplies  of  our  Borough  are  now 
chlorinated.  None,  of  our  supplies  is,  however,  filtered. 
Water  sampling  resu'ts  are,  in  all  cases,  sent  to  the  Borough 
Surveyor,  and  reports  on  the  various  supplies  are,  from  time 
to  time,  submitted  to  Council. 

The  number  of  inspections  made,  Notices  served,  and 
works  carried  out  have  already  been  indicated  in  this  report. 

Overcrowding. 

No  action  was  taken  during  the  year  in  respect  of  over- 
crowding. I am  afraid  that  for  some  time  we  have  to  be 
1 ealists,  and  accept  conditions  as  we  find  them,  until  wc  arc 
m a position  to  offer  housing  accommodation  to  the  un- 
foi  tunate  people  who  are  now  obliged  to  live  in  overcrowded 
conditions.  Much  of  the  overcrowding  is  illegal,  but  statu- 
tory action  in  the  present  conditions  would  be  ineffective, 
and  a waste  of  time.  As  soon  as  all  Whr  Emergency  duties 
aie  e iminated  from  my  Department,  and  circumstances 
permit,  another  Overcrowding  Survey  of  the  Borough  is 
contemplated.  & 

Factories. 

Our  activities  under  the  Factory  Act  1937  were  as 
follows : — < 
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1. — Inspection  of  Factories. 


Premises. 

(1) 

Number  of 

Ins  pec-  Written 
tions.  Notices. 

(2)  (3) 

Occupiers 

pro- 

secuted. 

(4) 

Factories 

Workshops 

Workplaces 

72  4 . 

Totals  

72  4 . 

— 

2. — Defects  found  in  Factories. 


Number  of  Defects — 

Referred 
Reme-  to  H.M. 

Particulars.  Pound.  died.  Inspector. 

(1)  (2)  (3)  (4) 

Number 
of  offences 
in  respect 
of  which 
Prosecu- 
tions were 
instituted 

(5) 

Nuisances  under  the 

Public  Health  Acts — 

Cleanliness  2 

....  2 .. 

— 

— 

Ventilation  — 

...  — ., 

— 

— . 

Overcrowding  — 

...  — .. 

....  — 

— 

Drainage  of  Floors  ..  — - 

....  — .. 

.. ..  — 

Other  Nuisances  — 

....  — . 

— 

Sanitary  Accommodation — 

Insufficient  — 

....  — . 

.....'  — 

— 

Defective  2 

....  3 . 

— 

— 

Not  Separate  — •• 

....  — . 

— 

— 

Total  4 

....  5 . 

— 

— 

The  following  work  was  carried  out  during  the  year: — 
2 bakehouses  limewashed,  2 obsolete  w.c.  structures  disused 
and  2 new  w.c.  structures  built,  4 new  w.c.  pans  fixed,  4 w.c. 
Hushing  tanks  provided,  1 water  supply  laid  on  to  w.c. 


Annual  Report. — 56 


Rats  and  Mice  (Destruction)  Act,  1919,  Infestation  Order, 
1943. 

A survey  of  the  whole  Borough  was  undertaken  during 
the  early  part  of  the  year  to  ascertain  the  extent  of  rat'  in- 
festation. The  degree  of  infestation  was  recorded  on  a 
map  ,as  “Reservoir”,  “Major”  and  “Minor”,  these  being  indi- 
cated by  different  colours.  A map  of  the  Borough  with  in- 
festation recorded  accordingly  together  with  detailed 
particulars  on  a separate  Form  was  sent  to  the  Ministry  of 
Food. 


A Rodent  Officer  was  appointed,  and  following  upon  the 
temporary  appointment  of  three  Rodent  Operatives  the  work 
of  rat  destruction  in  the  whole  of  our  sewerage  systems  was 
undertaken.  The  work  was  carried  out  on  lines  approved 
by  the  Ministry  of  Food,  the  pre-bait  being  sausage  rusk  and 
the  poison  being  Zinc  Phosphide.  Brief  particulars  are  as 
follows  - 

Rat  Destruction  in  Sewerage  of  Borough. 


Estimated 


No.  of 

No.  of 

,Rats 

Man- 

Bait  put 

Bait  Re- 

Bait 

Bodies 

Des- 

Date  * 

holes 

Down 

covered 

Taken 

covered 

troyed 

lbs. 

lbs. 

lbs. 

4/12/44 

52  ... 

...  244  • 

•••  24 

..  22  .... 

...  179  

. 1760 

27/11/44 

52  ... 

...  25  ... 

...  5 

..  20  .... 

...  160  

. 1600 

20/11/44 

52  ... 

...  254  - 

44  

. 21  .... 

..  160  

. 1680 

13/11/44 

52  ... 

...  26  ... 

...  1 

..  25  .... 

...  205  

. 2000 

6/11/44 

32  ... 

...  16  ... 

...  1 

..  15  .... 

...  128  

. 1200 

30/10/44 

72  ... 

...  36  ... 

•••  4 

..  31f.... 

...  255  

■ 2540 

23/10/44 

63  ... 

...  234 

- 34 

. 20  .... 

..  160  

• 1600 

16/10/44 

60  ... 

...  30  ... 

...  4 .... 

,.  26  .... 

...  203  

• 2080 

9/10/44 

50  ... 

...  24  ... 

...  2 

..  22  .... 

...  176  

. 1760 

2/10/44 

52  ... 

...  244  • 

- 44  

. 20  .... 

...  168  

. 1600 

25/  9/44 

25  ... 

...  244  ... 

...  44  

. 20  .... 

...  149  

. 1600 

18/  9/44 

50  ... 

...  244  ■ 

••  44  

..  20  .... 

...  156  

. 1600 

11/  9/44 

79  ... 

...  40  ... 

...  4 

. 36  .... 

...  224  

■ 2880 

4/  9/44 

30  ... 

...  15  ... 

...  1 

- 14  .... 

..  116  

1120 

28/  8/44 

30  ... 

...  15  ... 

...  1 

. 14  .... 

..  147  

1120 

21/  8/44 

30  ... 

...  15  ... 

...  1 

. 14  .... 

...  118  

1120 

14/  8/44 
7/  8/44 
31/  7/44 
24/  7/44 
17/  7/44 
10/  7/44 

....  30  ... 

30  ... 

52  ... 

50  ... 

63  ... 

61  ... 

...  15  ... 
...  15  ... 

174  ... 
...  20'  ... 
...  25  ... 
...  20  ... 

- n 

...  i 

i 

i 

...  2 

■ 24  

• 134... 

• 14  .... 

..  17  .... 

. 19  .... 

. 23  .... 

. 174... 

...  162  

..  115  

..  169  

...  129  

..  170  

128  

■ 1080 
. 1120 

■ 1360 
. 1520 

1840 

■ 1400 
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Date 

No.  of 
Man- 
holes 

Bait  put 
Down 

Bait  Re- 
covered 

Bait- 

Taken 

No.  of 
Bodies 
covered 

'Estimated 

Rats 

Des- 

troyed 

l'hs. 

lbs. 

lbs. 

3/  7/44 

85  ... 

...  20  ... 

...  2 

. 18  .... 

..  129  . 

....  1440 

26/  6/44 

55  ... 

...  29  ... 

• 34  

. 254... 

...  12  . 

2040 

19/  6/44 

29  ... 

....  11  ... 

...  2 

9 ... 

...  52  . 

720 

1263  .. 

561  i ... 

- 64^ 

■ 497 

...3770  . 

39780 

A second  treatment  of  sewers  followed,  but  this  being 
undertaken  in  1945,  will. accordingly  be  reported  upon  in  the 
Annual  Report  for  that  year. 


Infectious  Disease. 

All  cases  notified  during  the  year  were  investigated  by 
our  Inspectors.  Where  cases  could  not  be  isolated  at  home 
they  were  removed  to  the  Isolation  Hospital.  It  will  be 
seen  from  the  particulars  of  cases  notified  that  it  was  the 
exception  rather  than  the  rule  for  cases  to  be  treated  at 
home.  Several  members  of  the  Merchant  Navy  were  inter- 
viewed during  the  year  as  a result  of  having  been  in  contact 
with  Small  Pox  cases;  advice  and  instruction  was  given  in 
each  case.  Several  A.R.P.  Posts  and  Rest  Centres  occupied 
by  evacuees  were  fumigated  during  the  year.  The  number 
of  inspections  made  under  this  heading  was  359,  and  a total 
of  333  dwelling  houses  and  371  lots  of  bedding  and  clothing 
were  disinfected. 

The  diseases  notified  during  the  year  and  their  distribu- 
tion into  Wards  of  the  Borough  are  as  follows : — 


Diphtheria. 

Of  the  201  cases  reported,  27  were  later  proved  to  be 
negative  and  removed  from  our  records.  The  recorded 
cases  w'ere  therefore  174.  These  figures  show  an  increase 
over  the  number  of  cases  reported  in  1943. 
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Month. 

Margam 

West 

1 

WARDS. 

|£  | £ 

b c bo 

£ A 42  fc 

Aheravon 

South 

1 

Aheravon 

North 

Cwni- 

avon 

Total 

Removals 
to  Hospital 

Jan. 

4 .. 

...  l 

....  2 

3 ... 

...  o ... 

...  2 . 

12 

12 

Feb. 

4 .. 

....  1 . 

....  0 

8 ... 

..,  0 .... 

..  7 . 

23 

23 

Mar. 

3 .. 

....  2 .. 

....  0 ....... 

3 ... 

...  8 .... 

..  0 . 

16 

16 

April 

1 .. 

....  o .. 

....  0 

4 ... 

...  o .... 

1 

6 

6 

May 

3 .. 

....  1 ... 

...  1 

7 .... 

...  1 

. 1 

14 

14 

June 

0 ... 

....  1 ... 

...  2 

6 .... 

..  0 .... 

..  3 . 

12 

12 

July 

0 . 

1 

....  0 

o .... 

..  1 .... 

1 

3 

3 

August 

2 .. 

....  0 ... 

...  0 

3 .... 

..  2 .... 

1 

8 

8 

Sept. 

2 ... 

...  3 ... 

...  0 

1 

..  1 .... 

..  3 .. 

....  10 

10 

Oct. 

. 4 ... 

...  5 ... 

...  0 

2 .... 

..  3 .... 

..  1 .. 

....  15 

15 

Nov. 

10  ... 

...  12  ... 

...  0 

1 .... 

. 1 ... 

..  4 .. 

....  28 

28 

Dec. 

• 

7 ... 

...  7 ... 

...  0 

6 .... 

..  2 .... 

..  5 

77 

24 

Totals 

40  ... 

...  34  ... 

5 

44  .... 

..  22  ... 

..  29  .. 

.174 

171 

The 

numbe 

r of  houses  affected 

was — 

165 

houses 

with  1 

case  in 

each 

165 

3 

houses 

with  2 

cases  in 

each 

6 

1 

house  with  3 

cases  in 

each 

3 

174  cases 


Scarlet  Fever. 

137  cases  were  notified  during  the  year,  not  one  of  these 
being  later  withdrawn.  The  number  was  an  increase  com- 
pared with  94  cases  notified  during  1943.  Of  these  cases  114 

were  removed  to  Hospital. 
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Month. 

Margam 

West 

Margam 
Central  ^ 

> 

7* 

Margam  Q 
North  T3 

Aberavon 

South 

i 

Aberavon 

North 

Cwm- 

avon 

Total 

Removed  to 
Hospital 

Jan. 

4 ... 

...  2 .... 

..  0 ... 

...  2 .... 

...  1 .... 

..  2 ... 

...  11  .. 

....  11 

Feb. 

3 ... 

...  7 .... 

..  0 ... 

...  1 ... 

...  1 .... 

..  1 ... 

...  13  .. 

....  12 

March 

5 .... 

...  9 .... 

..  0 ... 

...  5 .... 

...  3 .... 

..  1 ... 

...  23  ., 

....  21 

April 

6 .... 

...  1 .... 

..  0 ... 

...  3 .... 

...  1 .... 

..  o ... 

...  11  .. 

....  8 

May 

1 .... 

..  3 .... 

..  o ... 

...  4 .... 

..  2 .... 

..  0 ... 

...  10  .. 

10 

June 

3 .... 

...  1 .... 

..  0 ... 

...  2 .... 

..  1 .... 

..  0 ... 

...  7 .. 

....  7 

July 

2 .... 

..  1 ... 

..  o .... 

...  1 .... 

..  o .... 

..  0 ... 

...  4 .. 

....  4 

August 

2 .... 

..  o .... 

..  o ... 

..  .2  .... 

..  1 .... 

..  0 ... 

...  5 .. 

....  4 

Sept. 

3 .... 

..  o .... 

..  o .... 

..  3 .... 

. 1 .... 

..  0 ... 

...  7 .. 

....  7 

Oct. 

4 .... 

..  1 

. o .... 

..  6 .... 

..  1 ... 

..  0 .... 

..  12  .. 

11 

Nov. 

7 ... 

..  5 

. 0 .... 

..  4 .... 

..  5 

..  0 .... 

..  21  .. 

....  10* 

Dec. 

4 .... 

..  2 

. 1 .... 

..  3 .... 

..  2 

..  1 .... 

..  13  .. 

....  9 

Totals 

44  

. 32  

. 1 

..  36  

. 19  

. 5 .... 

.137  ... 

. ..114  ’ 

The  number  of  houses  affected  was  130. 

124  houses  with  1 case  in  each  124 

5 houses  with  2 cases  10 

1 house  with  3 cases  3 

* 

137  cases 

Cerebro  Spinal  Meningitis. 

Of  the  4 cases  notified  1 proved  to  :be  negative  and  re- 
moved from  our  records.  The  recorded  cases  were  there- 
fore 3.  All  these  cases  wTere  removed  to  Hospital.  These 
figures  are  a decrease  on  1943. 
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Month. 

Margam 

West 

Margam 

Central 

Margam  ^ 
North  M 

CO 

Aberavon 

South 

Aberavon 

North 

Cwmavon 

Totals. 

Removed  to 
Hospital 

Jan. 

0 .. 

....  0 ... 

...  o .. 

....  0 . 

0 .. 

....  0 .. 

....  o .. 

0 

Feb. 

o ... 

....  o ... 

...  o .. 

....  0 . 

o .. 

....  0 .. 

....  o .. 

....  0 

Mar. 

o ... 

...  o ... 

...  0 . 

....  0 . 

0 ... 

....  0 .. 

....  0 .. 

....  0 

April 

o ... 

...  o ... 

...  o .. 

....  0 .. 

....  0 ... 

...  o .. 

....  0-  .. 

....  0 

May 

o ... 

...  o ... 

..  o ... 

...  o .. 

....  o ... 

...  o .. 

....  0 .. 

...  0 

June 

o ... 

...  o .... 

..  0 ... 

...  o .. 

....  o ... 

...  o .. 

....  0 .. 

...  0 

July 

0 ... 

...  o .... 

...  o ... 

...  1 .. 

....  0 ... 

...  0 .. 

....  1 .. 

....  1 

Aug. 

0 ... 

...  a ... 

...  o ... 

...  0 .. 

....  0 ... 

...  0 .. 

....  0 .. 

....  0 

Sept. 

0 ... 

...  o ... 

..  0 ... 

...  0 .. 

....  o ... 

...  0 .. 

....  0 .. 

...  0 

Oct. 

1 .. 

...  0 .... 

...  0 ... 

....  0 .. 

....  0 ... 

...  0 .. 

....  1 . 

....  1 

Nov. 

1 .... 

..  0 ... 

..  0 ... 

...  0 .. 

....  0 ... 

...  o ... 

...  1 ... 

...  1 

Dec. 

0 

..  0 ... 

..  0 ... 

...  0 .. 

...  o ... 

...  0 ... 

0 ... 

...  0 

Totals 

2 .... 

..  0 .... 

0 

...  1 ... 

...  o ... 

...  0 ... 

...  3 ... 

...  3 

Erysipelas. 

Three  cases  of  this  disease  were  notified.  Of  these 
cases  1 was  removed  to  hospital. 
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Increase  of  Rents  and  Mortgage  (Interest)  Restriction  Acts. 

A Certificate  was  granted  to  Mr.  William  A.  Smith, 
the  occupier  of  21,  Cornwall  Street,  this  premises  not  being 
in  a reasonable  state  of  repair. 

Prosecutions. 

Proceedings  were  taken  against  the  owner  of  25,  Ford 
Road,  Velindre,  owing  to  the  defective  structural  condition 
of  the  dwelling,  and  an  Abatement  Notice  not  having  been 
complied  with.  An -order  to  carry  out  the  works  was  made 
by  the  Magistrates,  but  this  being  again  ignored,  further  pro- 
ceedings were  instituted  for  the  disobedience  of  an  “Order 
of  ‘Court.”  A penalty  of  £2  and  costs  was  imposed  with  a 
recommendation  that  the  Loca1  Authority  should  proceed  to 
abate  the  nuisance. 

Billeting  Services. 

Now  that  the  billeting  of  evacuees  and  homeless  is  fast 
coming  to  an  end,  1 have  to  report  upon  our  billeting 
activities  generally,  and  in  particular  upon  the  reception  and 
billeting  of  evacuees  during  the  period  July  to  December  of 
this  year. 

Fallowing  upon  the  flying-bomb  activities  in  the 
London  and  South  Eastern  areas,  the  Ministry  of  Health 
early  in  July  re-designated  Port  Talbot  from  “Neutral”  to 
that  of  a “Reception  Area”,  and  we  were  scheduled  to  receive 
1,200  evacuees. 

My  staff  and  self  had  already  had  five  years  of  intense 
activity  as  a result  of  functioning  as-  Rilleting  Officers,  Food 
Decontamination  Officers  and  Officers  in  charge  of  Adminis- 
trative Information  Centres.  In  addition,  our  normal  duties 
as  Sanitary  Inspectors  had  considerably  increased,  and  the 
inspection  of  meat  for  three  other  Authorities,  in  addition  to 
our  own,  was  alone  resulting  in  considerable  overtime  being 
worked. 

The  working  of  overtime  by  my  staff  and  self  became  the 
ride  rather  than  the  exception,  and  from  June  to  December, 
with  six  exceptions,  I worked  every  Sunday  at  the  Office.  I 
decided,  however,  that  at  this  concluding  stage  of  the  war 
period,  I would  continue  with  the  work  of  billeting,  although 
fully  realising  that  as  Chief  Billeting  Officer  for  a Reception 
Area,  the  strain  imposed  upon  me  would  indeed  be  very 
heavy. 
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From  the  outbreak  of  hostilities  up  to  May  this  year, 
we  had  accommodated  and  billeted  1,200  local  people  who  had 
become  homeless  as  a result  of  enemy  action  in  our  Borough. 
The  number  of  evacuees  and  homeless  people  from  other 
areas  billeted  here  during  the  same  period  was  1,253.  In 
addition,  accommodation  was  found  for  several  hundred  in- 
dustrial workers  such  as  Dockers,  Steelworkers,  Labourers, 
Miners,  Land  Army  Girls,  etc.  We  also  looked  after  the 
welfare  of  refugees  from  enemy  occupied  countries.  Records 
of  all  persons  billeted  had  to  be  kept;  vouchers  had  to  be 
made  out  to  the  householder  for  cash  payments  received  at 
the  Post  Offices.  These  records  had  to  be  continually 
checked  and  reviewed.  Numerous  personal,  social  and  even 
moral  problems  arose  which  took  up  much  of  my  time. 
These  prob'ems  called  for  much  tact,  common-sense  and 
sympathy,  and  also  knowledge  and  contact  with  various 
Welfare  Organisations.  1 also  personally  addressed  several 
Meetings  at  Collieries  and  Steelworks  in  order  to  secure 
accommodation  for  Industrial  Workers. 


At  the  end  of  June  and  the  first  few  days  in  July,  my 

staff  and  self  were  working  'ate  .into  the  evenings  and 

a so  cm  Sundays  making  out  Billeting  forms  and  compiling 

records  of  private  evacuees  that  were  now  'coming  into  the 

Borough  with  each  train  from  the  London  area.  Contrary 

to  general  opinion,  private  evacuees  give  us  as  much  and 

sometimes  more  work  than  even  official  evacuees.  The  only 

advantage  appears  to  be  that  private  arrangements  has  been 

made  for  accommodation.  In  the  June  to  July  period  we 

had  hundreds  of  private  evacuees  who  simply  came  into  the 

Borough  without  any  pre-arranged  accommodation,  and  we 

were  obliged  to  find  the  necessary  billets.  Many  local 

people  made  our  work  more  difficult  by  privately  arranging 

to  receive  people  from  _ London,  and  when  those  people 

arrived  at  Port  fa  bot  for  various  reasons  they  were  refused 

the  accommodation,  and  were  left  stranded  and  dependant 
upon  our  good  offices.  dependant 

When  in  addition  to  this  work— which  continued  to  in- 

forai  2fiOaC VfyrWe  WerG  mStructed  to  lfind  accommodation 
less  m?l°ffiCiaI  7fCUee.s  we  felt  the  task  physically  hope- 

satlonsT,  hdp  us  t0"n'  Up°"  the  “"*«*  °f  other  Orju- 

• leeting  unanimously  resolved  that  the  Teachers  of  The 
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Borough  would  make  a canvas  of  the  whole  area,  using 
Forms  to  be  provided  so  as  to  obtain  the  necessary  accom- 
modation. The  whole  of  this  information  was  in  my  Office 
within  seven  days.  These  figures  were  then  analysed  and 
tabulated  into  wards  giving  accommodation  available  for 
adults  and  children  of  varying  ages  and  sex. 

The  accommodation  for  children — particularly  girls — 
was  abundant,  but  we  were  only  able  to  secure  accommoda- 
tion for  about  100  adults  in  the  whole  Borough.  Much  of  the 
accommodation  was  dependant  upon  blankets  and  bedding 
being  provided  by  Council.  The  care  of  equipment  for  home- 
less people  was  in  a doubtful  position  for  the  Market  In- 
spector had  been  relieved  of  this  responsibility,  and  it  was 
suggested  that  it  should  be  undertaken  by  the  Surveyor’s 
Department.  Although  I was  not  your  Equipment  Officer, 

I realized  that  unless  this  material  was  forthcoming  with- 
in a few  days  much  of  the  accommodation  offered  was  use- 
less. 1,  therefore,  met  the  situation  by  contacting  the 
Welsh  Board  of  iHealth  to  receive  an  assurance  that  an 
abundance  of  such  equipment  would  be  sent  on  forthwith.  I 
arranged  a system  of  records  and  receipts  for  the  distribution 
of  this  bedding.  Dr.  Llewellyn  was  good  enough  to  allow 
me  the  use  of  the  A.R.P.  Ambulances,  and  Mr.  Rhys  Davies 
of  my  Department  promised  all  his  spare  time  with  this 
Service.  I contacted  the  Town  Clerk  to  arrange  for  the 
appointment  of  some  suitable  person  to  take  charge  of  this 
bedding  distribution.  The  Shops  Inspector  was  good  enough 
to  undertake  these  duties.  By  arrangement  with  the 
Borough  Treasurer  we  had  up  to  this  date  kept  all  receipt 
records  of  payments,  but  we  were  now  obliged,  owing  to 
pressure  of  work,  to  return  these  books  and  records  to  the 
Treasurer. 

At  this  time  my  staff  were  completely  inundated  with 
the  work  of  reception,  billeting  and  recording  of  private 
evacuees  together  with  the  dealing  of  countless  problems  and 
enquiries,  so  to  deal  with  the  reception  and  billeting  of 
official  evacuees  T immediately  set  about  the  arranging  of  a 
SuppRmentary  Organisation.  The  Teachers  and  some 
Officials  from  the  Municipal  Buildings  were  again  good 
enough  to  come  to  my  assistance.  After  a Sunday  morn- 
ing’s Meeting  of  instruction  these  people  grasped  the 
necessary  methods  of  filling  up  the  billeting  vouchers  and 
eventually  proved  to  be  a tower  of  strength  within  the 
Organisation.  I met  the  W.V.S.  Organisation  who  were 
ready  with  all  details  of  their  required  duties.  I discussed 
a working  arrangement  with  Mr.  D.  Lewis,  Public  Assistance 
Officer,  for  the  use  of  Rest  Centres  for  temporary  accommo- 
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dation  pending  billeting.  Provision  was  made  with  Mr.  j. 
H.  Whomsley  that  members  of  the  Assistance  Board  staff 
would  ibe  present  at  the  assembly  points. 

Mr.  Islwyn  Morgan  was  good  enough  to  arrange  for 
the  schools  to  be  used  as  assembly  points  before  dispersal  to 
billets.  Arrangements  were  made  with  the  Police  for  the 
control  of  traffic,  etc.,  pit  Station  Approach  and  with  Station 
Master  for  reception  and  checking  of  evacuees  at  Station. 
The  local  bus  proprietors — Messrs.  Davies  Bros.,  and  Messrs. 
Thomas  Bros., — were  good  enough  to  undertake  all.  trans- 
port free  of  any  cost.  Arrangements  were  made  with  the 
Medical  Officer  of  Health  for  medical  examination  of  all 
evacuees  before  they  would  leave  assembly  points  for  billets. 

It  was  arranged  that  billeting  should  commence  at  the 
outskirts  of  the  Borough,  working  gradually  to  its  centre, 
and  that  the  first  contingent  should  be  billeted  at  Cwmavon. 
Arrangements  were  made  with  the  Deputy  Mayor,  Councillor 
Mrs.  L.  G.  (Edwards,  and  the  Heads  of  the  three  Cwmavon 
Schools,  together  with  an  excellent  band  of  ladies,  for  feed- 
ing and  washing,  etc.,  the  evacuees  at  Cwmavon  'Schools. 

The  Town  Clerk  and  the  Mayoress — Mrs.  Pollard— 
vveie  most  helpfu  in  facilitating  the  release  and  operation 
of  the  necessary  food  permits. 


On  the  18th  of  July  the  first  group  of  evacuees  arrived 
in  the  Borough  the  numbers  being  as  follows:— 

Unaccompanied  Children,  306;  Accompanied  Children 
1;  Mothers,  1;  Other  Adults,  10;  Escorts,  18. 

The  train  was  not  due  to  arrive  until  8.45  p.m.,  but  I 
had  an  organisation  in  readiness  at  Cwmavon,  to  wash  feed 
medically  examine  and  billet  the  evacuees  the  same  evening-' 
Buses  to  transport  evacuees  together  with  W.V  S cars  and 
ambulances  were  assembled  at  the  Central  Railway  Station 

At  m°KUt  ? P m”  'however-  we  were  informed 

with  t t " WO l'pdKbr  ab,OUt  an  hol,r  late’  50  in  consultation 
Zlh  T P'T  ■ ,PuPc  Assistance  Officer,  it  was  decided  to 
take  the  whole  of  the  evacuees  to  the  schools  at  Cwmavon 
for  a meal,  and  then  to  distribute  them  amongst  various  Rest 

Centres  for  the  night,  the  medical  inspection  and  billeting  to 
undertaken  next  morning.  mneting  to 

The  train  arrived  at  915  r>  m and 
received  by  the  Mayor  Councillor  h’  FT  AT  6 party  w<rre 

s sat 
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The  party  was  in  charge  of  Dr.  Hall,  H.M.  inspector 
of  Schools,  L.C.C.,  and  Mr.  John  Breeze,  L.C.C.  School 
Master,  acting  as  train  marshal.  The  party  was  lined  up  on 
the  platform  and  numbers  immediately  checked.  Ad  were 
in  good  physical  condition,  and  there  had  been  no  casualties 
on  the  journey.  The  whole  party  together  with  luggage 
was  conveyed  without  delay  by  local  buses  to  Cwmavon 
Schools. 

The  tumultuous  welcome  these  evacuees  received  when 
leaving  Port  Talbot  Railway  Station  and  on  arriving  at 
Cwmavon  was  something  1 shad  not  readily  forget.  It 
created  a deep  impression  upon  evacuees  and  visiting  officials. 

At  Cwmavon  the  Wardens’  Organisation  assisted  with 
the  discharge  and  checking  of  all  luggage,  and  the  Womens’ 
Organisation  .proceeded  to  feed  the  evacuees  and  attend  to 
all  their  needs.-  The  whole  party  was  then  divided  up  and 
conveyed  to  the  Rest  Centres  at  Church  Hall,  Scion  Vestry, 
Cwmavon  and  Bethany  Vestry,  Port  Talbot,  and  were  all 
comfortably  in  their  beds  long  before  mid-night.  The 
Mayor  and  Mayoress  who  had  come  to  Cwmavon  with  the 
party,  visited  all  Rest  Centres  that  evening. 

That  night  .1  was  presented  with  two  problems  which 
1 had  not  anticipated: — (1)  A request  that  the  Greenwich 
Park  Central  School  with  about  100  plus  ten  children  and 
staff  of  ten  should  not  be  separated,  but  billeted  together  in 
the  same  locality  so  as  to  facilitate  school  administration — 
1 had  only  35  billets  in  Cwmavon  to  take  children  over  10 
years  of  age.  (2)  The  St.  Phillips  R.C.  School,  Uckfield, 
desired  to  be  billeted  with  R.C.  foster  parents,  and  to  have 
facilities  to  attend  a Roman  Catholic  School. — The  only  R.C. 
School  was  at  Aberavon. 

Although  I had  arranged  for  the  first  contingent  of 
evacuees  to  be  billeted  at  Cwmavon,  1 was  now  obliged  to 
change  my  plans  overnight,  as  I had  received  no  prior  notice 
of  these  desires. 

I therefore  proceeded  to  my  Office  at  5.30  next  morn- 
ing and  checked  all  available  accommodation  in  the  Port 
Talbot  area  for  children  over  10,  and  also  all  available  R.C. 
billets.  1 also  contacted  the  Rev.  Canon  Vernicombe  who 
was  good  enough  to  arrange  with  Mr.  Greenway  and  staff  of 
St.  Joseph  R.C.  School,  Aberavon,  to  prepare  to  receive  all 
R.C.  children,  and  fix  same  up  in  billets. 

At  10.30  that  morning.  July  19th,  the  children  were  all 
assembled  at  the  Cwmavon  Schools;  medical  inspection  and 
bideting  proceeded. 
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'l'.hc  staff  and  pupils  of  the  Greenwich  Park  Central 
School  were  conveyed  from  Cwmavon  to  the  Central  Schools, 
Port  Talbot,  from  where  they  were  all  conveyed  to  their 
billets.  The  first  25  children  were  billeted  in  the  Penycae 
area,  where  the  Mayor,  Town  Clerk,  and  rnyself  resided,  and 
the  first  four  chi  dren  were  billeted  on  the  Mayor,  Town 
Clerk,  Medical  Officer  and  myself.  The  St.  Phillips’  R.C. 
School  were  taken  to  St.  Joseph’s  R.C.  School,  Aberavon, 
from  where  they  were  all  taken  to  Aberavon  billets.  The 
two  problems  indicated  earlier  were  therefore  satisfactorily 
solved.  A party  in  charge  of  Messrs.  Thomas  and  Griffiths, 
of  Pontrhydyfen  Schoo  s,  were  taken  direct  from  Cwmavon 
Schools  by  bus  to  their  billets  at  Oak  wood,  Pontrhydyfen. 
The  whole  of  the  remaining  evacuees  were  billeted  at 
Cwmavon. 


The  whole  of  the  evacuees  were  billeted  bv  1.30  p.m. 
that  day.  Each' child  had  been  given  a franked  post-card  to 
post  .home  to  parents  to  indicate  the  new  address. 


An  Inspector  from  the  Welsh  Board  of  Health  paved  a 
visit  to  Cwmavon  Schools  on  the  evening  of  the  18th  instant 
and  again  to  both  Cwmavon  Schools  and  Central  School! 
I oit  1 albot,  on  the  morning  of  the  19th  instant. 


All  conveyance  to  and  from  schools  and  billets  was 
voluntary  undertaken  by  the  local  bus  proprietors  Messrs 

W Ves  w,r'  Mr SSrS'  T0mas  P,ros"  a”d  **  Talbot 
tV;;YS-  i kM  George  Davies  and  R.  Evans,  officials  of 

the  local  bus  companies  acted  as  Transport  Officers. 

. fV%  Womens’  Organisation  at  Cwmavon,  Wardens 
V,  e "leSt  (Wntre  Staffs  at  both  Cwmavon  and  Port  Talbot 
du  superb  work.  The  Teaching  Staffs  of  Cwmavcm  School 
and  from  other  parts  of  the  Borough  functioning  as  Billeting 

“"to  32  o^ST^  of 


I experienced  considerable  diffieultv  in  • 

obliged  o0rc:beTtdhrrrisIueekS’  “d  thc 

dvejo  the  fost^Ureln^ch^il Tthe SlgTof  tW  ^ 

Reseb™,TmTTwTenvd  of  the  Billeting*' Officer 

the  wishes  of  evTc\  eTbrChe  s'h  f,0ned  a”'1  to 

hil’eted  together  or  „«rT^TnotTeT  aATs™ndS  be 

prevent  such  difficulties  arisino-  in  f . were  made  to 

vent  unauthorised  persons  coming  fUt,Ure’  a’ld  als°  to  Pre- 
assembly  points.  ^ 0 seect  evacuees  at  the 
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This  first  contingent  of  evacuees  was  from  the  Uckfield 
area  of  Sussex,  but  included  many  children  who  had  previous- 
ly evacuated  from  London  to  Sussex. 


1 received  many  letters  of  thanks  and  appreciation 
from  Sussex.  Similar  letters  were  received  by  the  Mayor 
and  the  Town  Clerk.  I feel  I should,  however,  include  one 
in  this  report  from  Sister  M.  Camillus,  the  .Head  Mistress  of 
St.  Phillips’  Catholic  School,  Uckfield,  which  reads  as  follows: 


Dear  Mr.  Morgan, 


St.  Phillips  School, 

Convent  .of  Mercy, 
Uckfield,  Sussex, 

22nd  July,  1944. 


I feel  I must  send  you  a special,  note  of  thanks  for  your 
unfailing  kindness  to  our  School,  when  we  arrived  at  Port 
Talbot. 


1 could  never  say  all  1 want  to — only  I suppose  coming 
from  the  South  of  England,  such  kindnes  was  really  over- 
whelming. 

Your  kindness  in- allowing  the  Catholic  children  to  be 
billeted  with  Catholics  and  nearer  the  Church  and  School, 
again  show  the  real  spirit  of  Christian  charity  and  justice. 

1 really  can  say,  and  this  without  any  doubt,  that  1 
have  never  had  such  real  kindness  before. 

You  and  your  Staff  deserve  the  greatest  praise  possible 
fur  the  efficient  way  in  which  everything  was  worked  out. 
1 have  already  told  our  Educational  Authorities  about  all 
your  doings. 

I hope  the  children  will  not  cause  you  any  unnecessary 
trouble,  and  that  all  will  continue  as  happily  as  when  we 
left. 

May  God  bless  and  reward  you  and  all  those  near  and 
dear  to  you,  and  all  of  those  on  your  Staff. 

Yours  very  gratefully, 

Sister  M.  CAMILLUS. 


The  concluding  phrase  in  a letter  from  the  train 
marshal — 'Mr.  J.  H.  Breeze— a L.C.C.  School  Master,  reads: 

“Please  accept  my  grateful  thanks  and  congratulations 
for  a superlative  piece  of  work  so  carefully,  thoroughly 
and  thoughtfully  planned  and  carried  out.” 
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These  letters  convince  us  that  not  only  was  the  recep- 
tion and  billeting  of  evacuees  carried  out  satisfactorily,  but 
that  the  whole  arrangements  were  highly  appreciated  by 
those  responsible  for  the  evacuation  to  this  Borough. 

A Committee  was  formed  at  Cwmavon  to  look  after 
the  welfare  of  these  evacuees.  The  officials  selected  were 
Mr.  G.  Brokensha,  Chairman;  The  Rev.  Gwyrfai  Jones,  B.A., 
Vice-Chairman;  Mrs.  J.  Davies,  Welfare  Officer,  and  Mr. 
Gruffydd  John,  Hon.  Secretary.  Your  Billeting  Chief  Officer 
attended  all  the  Meetings  of  this  Committee  in  an  advisory 
capacity.  This  Committee  has  done  real  good  work  at 
Pontryhdyfen  and  Cwmavon,  and  1 would  pay  tribute  to  the 
activities  of  its  very  conscientious  Secretary,  Mr.  G.  John. 
I would  also  commend  the  provision  made  by  the  Pontrhy- 
dyfen  and  Cwmavon  Chapels  and  Churches  to  encourage  the 
evacuees  to  attend  their  services  and  join  in  other  religious 
activities.  One  minister,  the  Rev.  Gwyrfai  Jones,  functioned 
as  Billeting  Officer. 

* 

July  proved  to  be  a very  busy  month,  for  in  addition 
to  the  official  evacuees  there  were  hundreds  of  unofficial 
evacuees  Hocking  into  this  Borough,  many  without  accom- 
modation. We  were  overwhelmed  with  the  work  of  provid- 
ing billets,  making  out  Billeting  Forms,  record  cards  and 
attending  to  a variety  of  personal  problems  and  difficulties. 
Numerous  enquries  were  a’so  made  as  to  the  whereabouts  of 
missing  people,  and  by  others  who  had  lost  contact  with 
their  friends  and  relations.  At  the  same  time  we  had  to 
attend  to  the  many  duties  of  the  Office  of  Sanitary  Inspector. 

Food,  clothing  and  National  Registration  Card  troubles 
were  very  efficiently  dealt  with  by  Food  Control  and  Regis- 
tration Department  of  this  Council.  The  Port  Talbot 
W.V.S.  were  of  great  assistance  in  dealing  with  the  emer- 
gency provision  of  clothing,  many  of  these  children  being 
inadequately  clothed. 

By  July  28't.h  we  had  billeted  1,360  evacuees,  and  there 
were  scores  of  evacuees  in  the  area  who  had  not  claimed  a 
Billeting  Allowance,  or  for  various  reasons  were  not  entitled 
to  such  allowance.  These  private  evacuees  were  using  up 
much  of  the  accommodation  that  had  been  secured  earlier 
for  the  official  evacuees. 


On  the  5th  of  August  (Bank  Holiday  Saturday)  I 
received  a notice  that  400  mothers  and  chiMren  would  arrive 
at  Port  Talbot  on  Tuesday,  the  8th  instant.  This  partv  of 
M,nc  cl^]dren  was  the  cause  of  much  anxiety,  for  of 
■ e 100  billets  1 had  recorded  to  receive  mothers  and'children 
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many  had  now  been  taken  up  by  private  evacuees,  so  1 
arranged  lor  a loud-speaker  lo  tour  the  Borough  soliciting 
accommodation  for  mothers  and  children  so  as  to  avoid  com- 
pulsory billeting,  which  would  become  operative  should  1 
fail  to  secure  the  necessary  accommodation.  The  result  of 
this  further  attempt  to  secure  accommodation  was  very  dis- 
appointing. 

The  Bank  Ho  iday  week-end  was,  however,  spent  in 
getting  our  Organisation  ready  to  function.  The  schools 
were  closed,  so  on  this  occasion  it  was  decided  to  receive  the 
whole  of  the  evacuees  into  Rest  Centres  at  Port  Talbot. 
Satisfactory  arrangements  were  immediately  agreed  upon 
with  Mr.  D.  Lewis,  Public  Assistance  Officer.  All  Services 
were  contacted,  and  School  Teachers  were  again  good  enough 
to  act  as  Billeting  Officers  in  the  Rest  Centres. 

The  train  arrived  at  Port  Talbot  at  about  4.30  p.m.  on 
the  8th  August,  and  the  evacuees  were  received  on  the  rail- 
way platform  by  the  Mayor,  accompanied  by  Miss  Dorothy 
Watkins,  Welsh  Board  of  Hea  th;  Town  Clerk  and  myself. 
The  whole  contingent — coming  from  the  London  area — was 
lined  up  on  the  platform  and  checked,  their  numbers  being 
as  follows: — Unaccompanied  Children,  27;  Accompanied 
Children,  222;  ^Mothers,  106;  Other  Adults,  14.  (^Several 
of  these  were  expectant  mothers). 

Local  buses  and  W.V.S.  cars  were  again  waiting  at  the 
Station  Approach,  and  the  evacuees  were  immediately 
escorted  to  these  and  taken  to  the  Rest  Centres  at  Margam 
Road,  Grove  Place,  Bethany  and  Masonic  Hall  where  they 
were  fed  and  had  all  their  personal  needs  attended  to  by  an 
excellent  band  of  voluntary  workers  under  the  supervision  of 
Mr.  D.  Lewis,  Public  Assistance  Officer.  The  Billeting 
Officers  took  complete  records  of  all  present  at  each  Rest 
Centre,  and  we  were  able  to  billet  117  mothers  and  children 
and  27  unaccompanied  children  the  same  evening. 

Mothers  and  children  were  taken  to  homes  which  had 
indicated  their  willingness  to  take  them,  but  to  my  surprise 
many  were  sent  back  to  Rest  Centres  owdng  to  the  billet 
having  been  taken  by  private  evacuees  since  the  canvass  of 
the  Borough  for  accommodation  had  taken  place.  This  was 
very  embarrassing  to  the  evacuees,  and  could  have  been 
avoided  had  the  facts  been  reported  to  us.  so  that  the  accom- 
modation could  have  been  cancelled  in  our  records. 

I informed  the  evacuees  remaining  at  the  Rest  Centres 
that  it  was  my  intention  to  billet  a mother  and  one  child  in 
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one  house,  and  the  remainder  of  the  children  in  her  family  in 
adjoining  houses,  or  houses  in  the  same  street.  The  mother 
in  this  way  was  able  to  be  close  to  her  children  and  exercise 
some  supervision.  The  mothers  wou.d  not  hear  of  this 
suggestion,  and  claimed  that  they  had  been  assured  before 
leaving  .London  that  they  would  not  be  .separated  from  their 
children  and  would  be  all  billeted  together.  Several  were 
families  of  5,  6,  7 and  8,  and  I could  not  expect  any  house- 
holder to  receive  -this  number  into  the  house.  No  mother 
was  prepared  to  go  to  any  home  where  I would  introduce 
compulsory  bi  leting.  so  compulsory  billeting  was  not  a solu- 
tion to  our  problem,  although  in  several  cases  there  were 
only  mother  and  one  child. 


During  Wednesday  a further  72  were  billeted  in  dwell- 
ing houses.  As  a solution  to  our  difficulties  the  Welsh  Board 
of  Health  notified  the  Town  Clerk  that  the  Barrage  Balloon 
huts  could  be  utilised.  These  were  already  in  a damaged 
condition  and  lacked  domestic  fittings,  etc/  The  Surveyor 
undertook  to  have  same  immediately  cleansed,  water  turned 
on  and  minor  repairs  carried  out.  In  order  to  furnish  18 
huts  1 was  obliged  to  seek  the  assistance  of  the  local  Fire 
horcc  Commander,  who  was  good  enough  to  send  a convey- 
ance to  Blackwood,  Ystajyfera,  Carmarthen,  Cardiff  and 
Neath  to  collect  the  numerous  domestic  articles  and  furniture 
necessary  for  family  life.  This  equipment  began  to  arrive 
in  the  Borough  at  7.45  p.m.  on  Thursday,  August  10th  and 
between  thi-s  time  and  11  p.m.  we  had  furnished  and  occupied 
12  huts,  the  whole  of  the  evacuees  remaining  at  the  Margam 

Road,  Grove  Place  and  Bethany  Rest  Centres— 24  families 

having  been  removed  .and  accommodated  as  a result  I 
would  like  to  pay  tribute  for  this  tremendous  job  being 
carried  through  on  Thursday  evening,  to  the  assistance  we 
received  from  members  of  the  local  Fire  Brigade,  the  splendid 
work  ot  the  W.V.S.,  and  also  to  the  extraordinary  good  work 
done  by  Mr.  Norman  Williams  in  allocating  furniture  and 
equipment  to  the  various  huts. 

,Th,e.only.  Rest  Centre  occupied  on  the  Thursday  night 
was  the  Masonic  Hall,  and  would  be  vacated  immediacy  we 
could  have  the  huts  at  New  Street  and  Vivian  Park  repaired 

occupation  eVer'V  * WaS  made  t0  «et  these  huts  ready  for 


„ , Fiidav  evening  a further  contingent  of  16  children 

ard  two  escorts  came  from  Uckfield  r , cmWre” 

nTeTn  *bin etcr/ withhi 
A further  twelve  chi'dren 
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and  later  six  children  joined  the  Greenwich  Park  Central 
School. 

On  Saturday  morning  1 had  a complete  collapse,  and 
was  unable  to  proceed  to  the  Office,  but  my  staff  carried  on, 
and  by  Saturday  afternoon  the  whole  of  the  evacuees  at  the 
Masonic  Hall  Rest  Centre  had  been  removed  and  accommo- 
dated at  the  Vivian  Park  and  New  Street  huts. 

We  were  still  billeting  hundreds  of  private  evacuees, 
we  were  dealing  with  hundreds  of  requests  for  bedding,  etc., 
and  also  having  innumerable  personal  and  domestic  problems 
to  deal  with.  We  were  fortunate  in  having  the  assistance, 
of  many  school  teachers,  both  in  the  Office  and  on  the  district 
checking  records.  Mr.  Jack  Smith,  a Mining  Engineer, 
home  on  leave  from  abroad,  was  good  enough  to  give  us 
three  months  voluntary  service  at  the  Office.  Several  of 
the  Piealth  Visitors  and  the  School  Dental  Surgeon  assisted 
us  with  the  recording  of  evacuees.  Mr.  Edwards  the  Gas 
Manager,  was  exceedingly  helpful  in  fixing  up  gas  cookers 
in  all  huts,  and  at  two  villas  at  Penycae.  On  one  occasion 
Mr.  Edwards  helped  me  out  of  a difficult  situation  by  getting 
work  carried  out  on  a Sunday.  His  clerical  staff  also  proved 
very  helpful.  The  Port  Talbot  Wardens’  Service  assisted  at 
the  Rest  Centres,  and  also  with  the  delivery  of  equipment. 

This  report  would  not  be  complete  were  I not  to  record 
the  good  work  done  over  a period  of  years  by  the  Port  Talbot 
Homeless  and  Evacuee  Welfare  Committee.  This  Committee 
is  composed  entirely  of  ladies  representing  the  Teaching  pro- 
fession. W.V.S.,  Lady  Magistrates,  Womens’  Labour  Party 
and  Local  Welfare  Workers.  The  annual  President  has  been 
the  Mayoress,  and  the  very  efficient  honorary  Secretary 
since  its  inception  has  been  Mrs.  M.  A.  Davies,  J.P.  Needs 
of  the  homeless  which  could  not  be  met  from  official  sources 
were  investigated  by  this  Committee  who  made  grants  from 
the  Air  Raid  Distress  Fund.  All  meetings  of  this  Com- 
mittee were  attended  by  your  Chief  Billeting  Officer  in  an 
advisory  capacity. 

Evacuees  did  not  use  to  advantage  t'he  writing  room 
provided  at  the  Central  Library. 

On  the  5th  of  September,  Mr.  J.  H.  Jones,  the  Vice- 
Chairman  of  the  London  County  Council,  visited  Port  Talbot, 
and  was  received  by  the  Mayor.  The  Mayor,  Dr.  Hall,  H.M. 
Inspector  of  Schiols,  L.C.C.,  -Mr.  Islwyn  Morgan  and  myself 
accompanied  Mr.  Jones  on  his  visits  to  the  evacuees  at  the 
Barrage  Balloon  Huts,  and  at  the  Greenwich  Park  Central 
School.  Mr.  Jones  expressed  complete  satisfaction  with- 
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what  he  had  seen,  and  personally  thanked  Port  Talbot  on 
behalf  of  the  London  County  Council  for,  all  it  had  done  for 
the  evacuees. 


In  September,  Mr.  Williams,  the  Shops  Inspector,  felt 
he  could  not  continue  in  charge  of  the  distribution  of  bedd- 
ing, so  this  service  was  again  temporarily  taken  charge  of  by 
my  Department  until  Mr.  Norman  Williams  was  good  enough 
to  undertake  the  duties. 

By  the  15th  of  September  we  had  billeted  at  Port 
Talbot  a total  of  2,595  evacuees.  The  total  receiving  billet- 
ing allowance  on  this  date  was  2,203,  for  392  had  already 
returned.  From  the  beginning  of  September  evacuees  were 
steadily  returning  home.  It  is  pleasing  to  record  that  in  no 
single  instance  during  the  year  was  it  necessary  to  adopt 
compulsory  billeting,  nor  was  any  appeal  made  to  the  Billet- 
ing Tribunal. 

During  the  last  six  months  of  1944  we  wfcre  obliged  to 
deal  with  hundreds  of  complaints,  some  from  evacuees,  and 
others  from  foster  parents.  One  boy  was  taken  to  hospital 
with  a fractured  skull,  but  happily  recovered.  The  parents 
were  sent  for  and  accommodated  by  voluntary  arrangement 
during  the  child’s  illness.  Several  problem  children  were 
removed  to  'hostels  at  Maesteg,  Bridgend  and  Pontardawe. 
Two  children  have  been  removed  to  Neath  hostel  owing  to 
illness  of  mother.  Two  children  were  taken  to  Llandilo  to 
join  their  mothers  who  had  been  evacuated  to  this  area. 
Numerous  children  received  medical  and  hospital  treatment. 
Several  children  were  removed  from  unsuitable  billets  to 
moi  e satisfactory  homes.  ITundreds  of  letters,  forms  etc 
have  been  received  at  and  sent  from  my  Office. 

As  a result  of  the  bad  weather  we  experienced  during 
the  last  two  months  of  the  year,  many  of  the  Huts  became 
uninhabitable,  and  we  re-housed  the  families  in  two  large 
villas  at  Penycae.  & 


Particulars  in  respect  of  every  unaccompanied  child  in 

Anthnrhipfb  ^ be  tUr.nisheAd  to  the  various  Education 
Authorities  m the  Evacuation  Areas.  The  collecting  and 

hlhng  in  of  these  particulars  on  the  Official  Forms  in  respect 

FrorfurN  infn0hlldr,en  argain  t0°k  much  our  time 
SqkV  December  I consistently  reached  mv  Office  at 

• it  < 15  a.m.  each  day.  often  working  ’ate  into  the  evening 

Wiring  the  same  period  I worked  twenty  Sundays  and  the 

whole  of  the  August  Bank  Holiday  week-end'  In  spite 

mevei  of  tlie  extensive  war  emergency  duties  we  have 

' * taken  smce  th«  outbreak  of  hostilities,  there  has  been 
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no  increase  in  staff,  neither  had  any  consideration  been 
accepted  iby  way  of  salary  or  honorarium  for  our  services, 
for  we  look  upon  such  work  as  our  contribution  to  the  war 
effort. 

We  are  proud  of  the  fact  that,  although  having  billeted 
over  5,000  evacuees  and  homeless  persons,  only  one  appeal 
was  ever  made  to  the  Billeting  Tribunal,  and  that  arose  out 
of  the  introduction  of  compulsory  ‘billeting  at  Lower  West 
End,  Port  Talbot,  following  upon  the  bombing  attack  at 
Dock  Street  on  the  24th  of  August,  1940.  This  was  the  first 
and  only  occasion  to  apply  compulsory  billeting  in  the 
Borough.  The  Billeting  Tribunal  'unanimously  resolved 
‘‘that  the  Chief  Billeting  Officer  was  fully  justified  in  the 
action  taken.”  We  endeavoured  to  solve  all  problems  and 
meet  all  complaints  so  as  to  obviate  the  necessity  of  appeals 
to  the  Billeting  Tribunal.  In  the  same  way  1 avoided  un- 
necessary enquiries  and  the  submission  of  problems  to  the 
Welsh  Board  of  Health.  When  obliged  to  contact  this 
Government  Department  or  its  Swansea  District  Office  for 
advice  or  direction,  it  is  very  pleasing  to  record  that  my 
difficulties  always  received  courteous  attention  bv  the  various 
Officials,  all  of  whom  from  time  to  time  have  proved  very 
helpful  to  me. 

Large  numbers  of  evacuees  returned  home  in  Novem- 
ber and  December,  and  on  the  12th  of  December  the  first 
official  group  of  evacuees  from  the  Ucldield  and  South 
Eastern  area  left  the  Borough.  Your  Billeting  Officers 
undertook  all  the  local  arrangements  for  the  return  of  this 
official  group.  The  Mayor,  Mrs.  L.  G.'  Edwards,  J.P.,  came 
to  the  Station  to  give  the  party  an  “official  send  off”,  and 
each  child  was  given  a card  bearing  the  Coat-of-Arms  of  the 
Borough  with  a parting  message  from  the  Mayor  and  your 
Chief  Billeting  Officer. 

On  the  22nd  of  December  the  number  of  evacuees  re- 
maining in  the  Borough  was  1,165. 

The  billeting  of  evacuees,  refugees  and  homeless 
persons  and  industrial  workers  has  been  one  of  the  country’s 
biggest  war-time  social  problems,  and. from  an  extensive 
experience  1 would  say  it  was  also  Port  Talbot’s  biggest 
social  problems. 

Regardless  of  all  the  problems  and  difficulties  I have 
had  to  contend  with  over  a period  of  years,  it  is  with  plea- 
sure that  1 would  emphasise  that  the  response  of  the  citizens 
of  this  Borough  to  the  reception  of  evacuees  and  industrial 
workers  has  been  simply  magnificent,  and  this  contribution 
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alone  to  the  war  effort  is  one  that  Port  Talbot  can  record 
with  pride  and  satisfaction. 

In  conclusion,  1 would  like  to  pay  tribute  to  the  help 
my  Staff  and  I received  from  innumerable  public-spirited 
men,  women  and  organisations,  without  which  it  would  have 
been  impossible  to  have  undertaken  such  a tremendous  task. 

Summary  of  Billeting  of  Evacuees  and  Homeless,  1940-44. 


Number  oj  Persons  billeted  following  enemy  action  at  Port  Talbot. 

24/8/40.  Dock  St. — 126;  13/2/41  Corporation  Rd.,  etc. — 1094; 
15/3/41,  Victoria  Rd.—  45;  5/5/41,  Hirwaun,  Margam— 25 ; 
11/5/41,  Graig,  Cwmavon— 10  Total  13C0 

People  rendered  homeless  at  .Albion  Rd.,  Castle  St.,  and 
Ffrwdwyllt  Cottages  being  away  from  their  homes  for  so 
short  a period  were  not  billeted,  and  are  therefore  not  in- 
cluded above. 


Number  oj  Evacuees  and  Homeless  Persons  from  other  areas 
billeted  at  Port  Talbot. 

1940—423,  1941—532,  1942—143,  1943—72,  to  May, -1944— 83.  Total  1253 
Number  of 


Evacuees  billeted  on  various  dates  from  May  to  Dec. 
Unaccom-  Accom- 


Dates 
21/  6/44 
30/  6/44 
26/  7/44 
28/  7/44 
2/  9/44 
15/  9/44 
13/10/44 
27/10/44 
10/11/44 
■24/11/44 
'8/12/44 
22/12/44 
Billeted 


panied 

Children 

25 

27  .. 

489  .. 

499  .. 

712  .. 

7 33  .. 

610  .. 

588  .. 

535  .. 

520  .. 

515  .. 

365  .. 

since  15th 


Sept 


panied 
Children 
49  ... 
81  ... 
. 474  ... 

■ 535  ... 

. 1011  ... 

• 1045  .... 
722 

. 689  .... 

. 640  .... 
604  .... 
510  .... 
405  .... 
1944- 


Mothers 

32  

50  

..  318  

. 358  

■ 652  

■ 678  

• 485  

• 468  

. 434  

. 414  

• 371  

• 331  

31.  Escorts 


Other 
Adults 
10  

13 

79  

89  

134  

139  

104  

95  

90  

82  

69  

64  

billeted 


Totals 
..  116 
- 171 

..  1360 
..  1481 
..  2509 
..  2595 
. 1921 
...  1840 
...  1699 
■ 1620 
. 1465 
• 1165 
27.... 


2595 


58 


Grand  Total 


5206 


,n  addition  to  the  above  we  have  billeted  during-  the 
w Pek*ars,  hl"1(,reds  of  Industrial  Workers  such  as 

w„rk£*,;^  7* 

Is?  - Wttf  a„7 :: 

Health,  Mi, £££ 
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nients  for  the  reception  of  these  American  Soldiers.  We 
looked  after  the  .welfare  of  refugees  from  enemy  occupied 
countries,  and  in  one  case  we  billeted  a Turkish  National  who 
was  a works  trainee. 


Food  De-contamination  Service. 

This  service  was  kept  in  a state  of  efficiency  during 
the  year  by  the  introduction  of  regular  exercises.  This  was 
entirely  a voluntary  service,  but  appeared  to  be  the 
Cinderella  of  the  A.R.P.  Services.  Although  the  personnel 
complained  that  they  were  not  getting  the  official  recognition 
shown  to  other  branches  of  the  A.R.P.  Services,  these  senti- 
ments were  not  allowed  to  interfere  with  their  efficiency 
and  enthusiasm  for  the  work.  The  majority  of  the  members 
were  recruited  from  the  Food  Trades,'  and  1 have  to  pay 
tribute  to  their  interest,  and  the  valuable  time  they  sacrificed 
to  this  work.  The  Glyncorrwg  U.D.C.,  and  the  Borough  of 
Port  Talbot  formed  one  administrative  area  for  this  Service. 
Whilst  I functioned  as  Chief  Food  Decontamination  Officer 
for  the  joint  areas,  the  Sanitary  Inspector  of  Glyncorrwg 
U.D.-C.  and  those  of  this  Authority  enjoyed  complete  control 
in  their  own  areas,  subject  to  a reciprocity  of  service  and 
assistance  should  food  in  any  of  their  districts  be  affected. 


Administrative  Information  Centre  Service. 

The  Administrative  Information  Centre  was  located  at  Carmel 
Chapel  Vestry,  but  should  this  premises  be  damaged  or  be- 
come unsuitable  for  the  purpose,  the  Central  Hall  of  the 
nearest  Elementary  .School  to  the  affected  site  was  to  be 
utilised.  If  an  air-raid  or  any  other  form  of  enemy  attack 
was  not  extensive,  an  Information  Centre  would  lie  set  up  as 
near  as  possible  to  the  affected  area,  and  would  serve  to  assist 
and  advise  all  people  who  had  suffered  loss  or  injury  in  the 
neighbourhood.  Owing  to  the  pending  invasion  of  the  Con- 
tinent, and  the  possible  enemy  reactions,  this  Service  was 
kept  in  a thorough  state  of  preparedness.  An  Official  .Exer- 
cise and  demonstration  took  place  on  the  instructions  of  the 
Regional  Commissioner  on  the  28th  of  April,  and  was  in- 
spected and  tested  by  the  Assistant  Commissioner  and  Chief 
General  Inspector  and  District  Inspector  of  the  Welsh  Board  * 
of  Health.  The  official  report  on  this  exercise  was  as 
follows : — 

“An  Information  Centre  was  opened  at  the  Carmel 
Vestry,  and  ten  tables  were  manned  by  the  various  Depart- 
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ments.  The  arrangements  were  excellent  so  far  as  the 
premises  allowed,  and  the  exercise  was  made  more  complete 
by  the  presence  of  a number  of  volunteer  ‘homeless’  who 
were  dealt  .wit'h  satisfactorily. 

To  complete  the  picture,  one  would  have  liked  to  have 
seen  a Military  Representative  present  as  well  as  a member 
of  the  S.S.  Association.  No  doubt  these  representatives 
wou’d  be  present  in  the  event  of  an  actual  raid.  The  In- 
formation Centre  was  very  well  planned,  but  in  the  event  of 
its  having  to  be  brought  into  extensive  use  there  is  little 
doubt  that  the  use  of  further  premises  would  become 
necessary.” 


Military  Camps. 

Eveiv  assistance  was  again  given  to  both  Army  and 
Air  horce  Authorities  in  respect  of  sanitarv  conditions  at  the 
various  Camps  in  the  Borough.  A total  of  fourteen  inspec- 
tions were  made,  and  the  following  works  carried  out-— 
■ ('aiTT  completely  re-drained,  and  sewage  treatment  plant 
installed,  2 cases  ot  rat  infestation  abated. 


Air  Raid  She’ters. 

l r .^Jie  wl}o]e  of  the  public  air-raid  shelters  were  regular- 
y dlslnfected  by  my  Department.  A total  of  256  visuts  of 

7?l  fb?<2*”r-  ?“i,ary  TnS|,ectors  t0  these 

’a  k !'  of  2)948  v,slts  for  disinfection  purposes 
were  made  by  the  Department  disinfector.  9 
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